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INTRODUCTION 

 

Hello, friends.  Here’s Part 2 to the updated version of 

So You Missed the Rapture:  A Letter to My Friends 

Who Remain published in January 2016.   

Once again, please check out 

 

churchageisdifferent.com 
 

for the most current information, including articles not 

found here in this book.  
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CHAPTER 16 

THE ELEVEN AND PAUL (REWRITTEN) 

This is a rewrite of The Eleven and Paul.  If you bought the hard copy of So 

You Missed the Rapture UPDATE, you will have the original version.  This 

rewrite has been updated to, hopefully, provide you a better 

understanding of the book of Acts. 

Also note that this article is written assuming you’ve already read the 

home page at churchageisdifferent.com and know the difference between 

the sealed Church in the Church Age and the non-sealed church outside the 

Church Age. 

******* 

Let’s look into the ministries of the Eleven and Paul.  I’m thinking an outline 

format will work best. 

I. The Eleven 

A. Disciples Sent 

B. 70/72 Sent 

C. Great Commission 

D. Acts 2 

II.  Paul  

A. Conversion by Jesus 

B. Commission by Jesus 

C. Paul’s Journeys 

III.  My Theory 

A. What Does This Mean? 

B. Disciples’ Authority 

IV.  Church Age Start Date 
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I. The Eleven 

Obviously, Judas makes 12, but we all know what his role was (John 13:18, 

17:12)!  

Matthew, Mark, and Luke were written for one purpose.  That purpose was 

to announce to the Jews that their kingdom was at hand (see Synoptic 

Gospels).  The Gospel of John was written for a different purpose.  It 

showed the disciples that Jesus and the Father were one, and that if you 

believed in the One sent (Jesus), you believed in the One sending (the 

Father), and vice versa (see John’s Books). 

Jesus sent out His disciples to announce the kingdom, preach its gospel, 

and perform miracles.  

A. Disciples Sent 

Before the triumphal entry, the 12 were sent out in Matthew 10, 

Mark 6, and Luke 9… 

Matthew 10 (read the whole chapter) 

1Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave 

them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them 

out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind 

of sickness…. 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing 

them: “Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do 

not enter any city of the Samaritans;6 but rather go 

to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And as 

you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is 

at hand.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, 

cleanse the lepers, cast out demons…14 Whoever does 

not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of 

that house or that city, shake the dust off your 
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feet. 15 Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable 

for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 

judgment than for that city….40 “He who receives you 

receives Me, and he who receives Me receives 

Him who sent Me…. 42 And whoever in the name of 

a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup 

of cold water to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not 

lose his reward.” 

 

1. The full passage in Matthew 10 seems like 

Jesus is speaking only to the 12, but when 

you look at Mark 8:34-38 and Luke 9:23-26, 

you see that part of it is addressed to the 

multitudes as well.  I’m not sure exactly 

which parts are for who, though.  It might 

make a difference.  Why?  Because I think 

the disciples were placed in a very unique 

situation.  We’ll look at that later.  

2. 12 disciples sent out only to Israel, 

proclaiming the Kingdom is at hand, which is 

what John the Baptist and Jesus did as well.   

 

Mark 6:7-13 

7 And He *summoned the twelve and began to send them 

out in pairs, and gave them authority over the unclean 

spirits…11 Any place that does not receive you or listen to 

you, as you go out from there, shake the dust off the soles 

of your feet for a testimony against them.” 12 They went out 

and preached that men should repent. 13 And they were 

casting out many demons and were anointing with oil many 

sick people and healing them. 
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1.  I am assuming again to Israel alone.  Preaching 

repentance. 

Luke 9:1-6 

And He called the twelve together, and gave them 

power and authority over all the demons and to heal 

diseases. 2 And He sent them out to proclaim the 

kingdom of God and to perform healing…. 5 And as 

for those who do not receive you, as you go out from 

that city, shake the dust off your feet as a testimony 

against them.” 6 Departing, 

they began going throughout the villages, preaching 

the gospel and healing everywhere. 

1.  Assuming again to Jews, proclaiming the kingdom 

and preaching the gospel.     

B.  70/72 Sent 

Later the 70/72 others were sent out.  This account is only found in Luke. 

Luke 10: 1-16 

Now after this the Lord appointed seventy others, and 

sent them in pairs ahead of Him to every city and place 

where He Himself was going to come… 8 Whatever 

city you enter and they receive you, eat what is set 

before you; 9 and heal those in it who are sick, and say 

to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to 

you.’10 But whatever city you enter and they do not 

receive you, go out into its streets and 

say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your city which clings to 

our feet we wipe off in protest against you; 
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yet be sure of this, that the kingdom of God has 

come near.’ 12 I say to you, it will be more 

tolerable in that day for Sodom than for that 

city… 

16 “The one who listens to you listens to Me, 

and the one who rejects you rejects Me; and he 

who rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me.” 

 

1. These were sent where Jesus Himself was going to go.   

 

Now comes John 20 where after the resurrection but before the Great 

Commission Jesus appeared to the Eleven.  Read this carefully. 

John 20:19-23 

19 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the 

week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples 

were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their 

midst and *said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 And when 

He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His 

side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as 

the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when 

He had said this, He breathed on them and *said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins 

of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they have been retained.” 

1. Jesus had already been rejected by the Jews as the King of 

their Kingdom.  He had already been crucified and rose 

again.  Why is He sending them out now?  With what 

message?  To whom? 
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2. He gave them the Holy Spirit.  How so?  Filled with?  Fell 

upon?  Indwelt?  However they received Him, it was only 

to the Eleven. 

3. And please don’t miss v.23.  They, the Eleven, can forgive 

and retain sins of others.   

4. Is this the same event as Luke 24?  I’m not sure.  Seems 

that way.   

Luke 24 sections 33 And they got up that very hour and 

returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together 

the eleven and those who were with 

them, 34 saying… 

36 While they were telling these things, He Himself stood 

in their midst and *said to them, “Peace be to 

you.”…..  44 Now He said to them, “These are My words 

which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all 

things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses 

and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 

fulfilled.” 45 Then He opened their minds to understand 

the Scriptures, 46 and He said to them, “Thus it is 

written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again 

from the dead the third day, 47 and 

that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be 

proclaimed in His name to all the nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of 

these things. 49 And behold, I am sending forth the 

promise of My Father upon you; but you are to 

stay in the city until you are clothed with power 

from on high.” 
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1. Jesus specifically wants them to preach repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins in His name to all nations, beginning 

with the Jews. 

C.   Great Commission 

Now, recorded in Matthew 28 and Acts 1, we’ll see Jesus giving them the 

Great Commission. 

Matthew 28:16-20 

16 But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the 

mountain which Jesus had designated. 17 When they saw 

Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. 18 And 

Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore 

and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age.” 

 

Acts 1:1-8  

The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all 

that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when 

He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy 

Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He 

had chosen. 3 To these He also presented Himself alive 

after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, 

appearing to them over a period of forty days and 

speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of 

God.4 Gathering them together, He commanded 
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them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the 

Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of 

from Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 

from now.” 

6 So when they had come together, they were asking 

Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring 

the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for 

you to know times or epochs which the Father has 

fixed by His own authority; 8 but you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 

remotest part of the earth.” 

1.  Even just before His ascension, Jesus is still speaking to 

the apostles about the kingdom. 

2. What did Jesus send them out to do?   The Eleven are 

sent to make disciples of all nations according to what 

Jesus had taught them, beginning with the Jews.  Baptizing 

in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Teaching 

them to observe what Jesus had commanded. 

D. Acts 2 

Acts 2 sections.    

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 

together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from 

heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it 

filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 And 

there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing 
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themselves, and they rested on each one of 

them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 

was giving them utterance…. 

14 But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his 

voice and declared to them… 22 “Men of Israel, listen to 

these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to 

you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which 

God performed through Him in your midst, just as you 

yourselves know— 23 this Man, delivered over by 

the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you 

nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and 

put Him to death. 24 But God raised Him up again, 

putting an end to the agony of death, since it was 

impossible for Him to be held in its power….  

32 This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are 

all witnesses. 33 Therefore having been exalted to the 

right hand of God, and having received from the 

Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He 

has poured forth this which you both see and hear….  

36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain 

that God has made Him both Lord and Christ—this 

Jesus whom you crucified.” 37 Now when they 

heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to 

Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what 

shall we do?”38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and each 

of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive 



12 
 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for 

you and your children and for all who are far off, 

as many as the Lord our God will call to 

Himself.”40 And with many other words he 

solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, 

“Be saved from this perverse generation!”41 So then, 

those who had received his word were baptized; and 

that day there were added about three thousand souls. 

1. Jesus had prepared and trained the apostles and other 

disciples for a purpose.  They were empowered to go out 

and preach the gospel to all people, beginning in 

Jerusalem.  After Jesus’ ascension, He sends them out.  But 

with what gospel?  The same one they’d been taught 

all along (Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 2:38-39). 

2. About 120 disciples are gathered here (1:15) but 2:14 says 

Peter and the 11 stood up.  So it seems that all 120 were 

anointed but the Eleven were at the forefront that day.   

3. Filled with the Holy Spirit for sure.  Indwelt? 

II.   Paul 

He’s the last apostle (I Corinthians 15:8-9).   

 

A.  Conversion by Jesus 

Saul/Paul’s conversion is recorded in Acts 9.  It gives very little detail.  

Other places, listed below, help us better understand what happened 

there.   

 

Repeat of Damascus vision 

Acts 22:12-16 
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12 “A certain Ananias, a man who was devout by the standard 

of the Law, and well spoken of by all the Jews who lived 

there, 13 came to me, and standing near said to me, ‘Brother 

Saul, receive your sight!’ And at that very time I looked up 

at him. 14 And he said, ‘The God of our fathers 

has appointed you to know His will and to see 

the Righteous One and to hear an utterance from His 

mouth. 15 For you will be a witness for Him to all men 

of what you have seen and heard. 16 Now why do you 

delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your 

sins, calling on His name.’ 

1. It seems as though Paul himself, according to v.16, 

was saved by the same gospel that Jesus told to the 

Eleven, meaning not our Church Age gospel of ‘by 

grace through faith alone.’   

Acts 26:15-23 

15 And I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I 

am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 But get up 

and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have 

appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a 

witness not only to the things which you 

have seen, but also to the things in which I 

will appear to you; 17 rescuing you from 

the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am 

sending you, 18 to open their eyes so that they may turn 

from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan 

to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins 

and an inheritance among those who have been 

sanctified by faith in Me.’ 
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19 “So, King Agrippa, I did not prove disobedient to the 

heavenly vision,20 but kept declaring both to those of 

Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem 

and then throughout all the region of Judea, 

and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent 

and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to 

repentance.  21 For this reason some Jews seized me in 

the temple and tried to put me to death. 22 So, having 

obtained help from God, I stand to this day testifying 

both to small and great, stating nothing but what the 

Prophets and Moses said was going to take 

place;23 that the Christ was to suffer, and that by 

reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be 

the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and 

to the Gentiles.” 

1. We see in this recounting of the Damascus 

vision that Paul was preaching the Kingdom 

gospel, v.20.  Yet v.16 is telling us that Jesus 

will appear to Paul again later with another 

revelation, which I believe is our Church 

gospel found in his epistles of Romans through 

Philemon.  

 

B. Commission By Jesus 

 

So summing up, I believe Paul was saved in Acts 9 but wasn’t given his (or 

our) gospel until later.  He continues to reach out to the Jews due to his 

love for his own people (Romans 9:3, 10:1, etc) even though God 



15 
 

commissioned him to be the apostle to the Gentiles (Galatians 2:7).  This 

commission was received directly from Jesus. 

Galatians 1:11-12 

11 For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel 

which was preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I 

neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I 

received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 

C. Paul’s Journeys 

In this rewrite, I’m going to skip over listing the highlights from Paul’s 

journeys here in this section.  I’ll list some of them for you in the following 

section.  You’ll understand why soon!  

 

III.  My Theory 

But first… 

Daniel 9:24-27 is one of the most amazing prophecies in the entire Bible.  It 

gives the framework or outline in which future events must fit within.  It 

separates Jewish time from non-Jewish time.  It also tells the Jews that 

their Messiah was going to die.   Jesus, their long-promised King, was to die 

at a pre-determined time.   

If He died at their hands, which He did [the Romans killed Him only at their 

request], then that sealed their rejection of Him as their King.  This, as we 

know, caused their kingdom to be postponed.   

But even if they had not sent Him to the Romans to be put to death, He still 

had to die.  It just would have meant they, the Jews, weren’t the guilty 

party.  You know what that means, right?  Their kingdom would not have 

been postponed and the gap in time of Daniel 9:26 would most likely have 

been way, way less than 2,000 years.  Possibly no gap.  My thoughts are 
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that there might not have been a Church Age.  (See CHART:  God’s Purpose 

and Plan.) 

Anyway, putting aside the above kingdom aspect, we know that Jesus also 

came to die for our sin. We know that His death, burial, and resurrection 

was the Father’s plan to bring salvation to the world.   

For those in the past, that means He emptied Abraham’s bosom, the 

temporary holding place of those believed God.   For those in the future, it 

would be twofold.  One, the Church, secured by the indwelling Holy Spirit, 

would by faith in Him alone be saved.  And two, those outside the Church 

Age would also be saved by following the Kingdom gospel of repentance 

He set forth to the Eleven. 

So here’s my theory. 

Jesus taught the Eleven what would be necessary for salvation outside the 

Church Age.  The Eleven were to make disciples by preaching the Kingdom 

gospel of repentance, beginning with the Jews, found in the Gospels and 

the book of Acts.  This same Kingdom gospel will again be in effect after 

the Rapture ends the Church Age.  Hebrews through Revelation deal with 

that time frame.    

Saul/Paul is converted in Acts 9 and becomes the last Apostle.  He’s saved 

by the Kingdom gospel of repentance and throughout the book of Acts 

preaches the Kingdom gospel of repentance, just like the Eleven.  Here’s 

the listing I promised you earlier showing just that: 

17:30-31 30 Therefore having overlooked the times of 

ignorance, God is now declaring to men that 

all people everywhere should repent, 31 because 

He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in 

righteousness through a Man whom He 

has appointed, having furnished proof to all 

men by raising Him from the dead.” 
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19:1-8  It happened that while Apollos was 

at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper 

country and came to Ephesus, and found some 

disciples. 2 He said to them, “Did you receive 

the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And 

they said to him, “No, we have not even heard 

whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, 

“Into what then were you baptized?” And they 

said, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 Paul said, “John 

baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling 

the people to believe in Him who was coming 

after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 When they heard 

this, they were baptized in the name of the 

Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his 

hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on 

them, and they began speaking with 

tongues and prophesying. 7 There were in all 

about twelve men. 

8 And he entered the synagogue and continued 

speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning 

and persuading them about the kingdom of 

God. 

20:18-25   18 And when they had come to him, he 

said to them, 

“You yourselves know, from the first day that I 

set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole 

time, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and with 

tears and with trials which came upon 
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me through the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not 

shrink from declaring to you anything that was 

profitable, and teaching you publicly and from 

house to house,21 solemnly testifying to both 

Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God 

and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, 

behold, bound by the Spirit, I am on my way to 

Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me 

there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit 

solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying 

that bonds and afflictions await me. 24 But I do 

not consider my life of any account as dear to 

myself, so that I may finish my course and the 

ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, 

to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of 

God. 

25 “And now, behold, I know that all of you, 

among whom I went about preaching the 

kingdom, will no longer see my face. 

 

28:23 23 When they had set a day for Paul, they came to 

him at his lodging in large numbers; and he was 

explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the 

kingdom of God and trying to persuade them 

concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses 

and from the Prophets, from morning until 

evening. 

28:30-31  30 And he stayed two full years in his own 

rented quarters and was welcoming all who came to 
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him, 31 preaching the kingdom of God and 

teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with 

all openness, unhindered. 

 

At some point in time Jesus appears to Paul again (Acts 26:16 from above) 

to give him the Church Age gospel of salvation by faith alone.   

So WHEN did this happen? 

I don’t know.  But we can look briefly into some clues. 

In Acts 15 we see Paul and Barnabas going to Jerusalem to meet with the 

Apostles and elders concerning circumcision.  They all agree, under James’ 

direction, to write a letter to the believing Gentiles with their decision on 

the matter. 

Acts 15:28-29  28 “For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit 

and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than 

these essentials: 29 that you abstain from things 

sacrificed to idols and from blood and from things 

strangled and from fornication; if you keep yourselves 

free from such things, you will do well. Farewell.” 

Acts 21 Paul again goes to Jerusalem and meets with James and all the 

elders, mentioning the letter written in Acts 15. 

Galatians 2 describes Paul meeting up with the ‘pillars.’  Is this a repeat of 

Acts 15?  I don’t believe so -- there’s too many differences! 

Galatians 2:5-9  

5 But we did not yield in subjection to them for even 

an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would 

remain with you. 6 But from those who were of 

high reputation (what they were makes no difference 

to me; God shows no partiality)—well, those who 
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were of reputation contributed nothing to me. 7 But on 

the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted 

with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just 

as Peter had been to the circumcised 8 (for He 

who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to 

the circumcised effectually worked for me also to the 

Gentiles), 9 and recognizing the grace that had 

been given to me, James and Cephas and 

John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to 

me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, 

so that we might go to the Gentiles and they 

to the circumcised.   

 

The result here in Galatians is not a letter to believing 

Gentiles about abstaining, etc.  The result here is what 

you just read in v.7-9.   Paul did not yield (v.5) and those of high 

reputation did not contribute (v.6).  The Eleven would minister to the Jews 

and Paul to the Gentiles.  They only asked Paul to remember the poor! 

So any of the Eleven who wrote books of the Bible wrote to the Jews.  

Therefore, the books Peter, James, and John wrote were necessary 

for those they were preaching to at the time and were recorded 

and preserved so that same gospel is available for the Tribulation 

Jews and other believers of that future Jewish time frame set forth 

in Daniel 9:27. 

And Paul wrote his epistles to the uncircumcised.  Us, the sealed Church. 

And here’s the main reason I believe they’re different 

meetings: 

Galatians 2:1-2 
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Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again 

to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also. 2 It was 

because of a revelation that I went up; and I 

submitted to them the gospel which I preach among 

the Gentiles, but I did so in private [!!] to those who were 

of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, 

in vain.   

Paul has since had the revelation from Jesus!  Was this when he was 

caught up to the third heaven in 2 Corinthians 12:1-4 and Ephesians 3?  I 

think so. 

So it seems maybe people were saved under both gospels for a short 

period of time.  What caused the Kingdom gospel of repentance to stop?  

The Eleven’s gospel would eventually be considered false by Paul (‘any 

other gospel’ in Galatians) and his audience was not to follow it.  Did it just 

fade away?  Did the slaughter in 70 AD cause it to die out?  I’m not sure 

how that worked.   

 

A. What Does This Mean? 

 

I spent a lot of time at the beginning of this article showing you how 

Jesus trained His disciples to go out and make other disciples.   We 

aren’t the disciples that were sent out nor are we the disciples that 

they made.  That all happened in the Jewish context.  Paul is the 

apostle to the Church.  He was taught something else.   Was Paul 

making disciples and baptizing like the Eleven?  I think not. 

 

I believe we, the Church, incorrectly associate ourselves with the disciples, 

whether the Eleven or with the disciples they made.   We put ourselves in 

their shoes and say we’re sent out to make disciples, we’re given the Great 

Commission, etc.   
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• The words disciple or disciples do not appear again in the 

Bible after the book of Acts.   

• Of the 12 times share is found in Paul’s epistles, not a 

one is telling us believers to share the gospel, or share 

our faith. 

• The six times witness is found in Paul’s epistles, not a 

one is telling us to witness or be a witness.  Not one. 

• Of all the numerous times gospel is found in Paul’s 

epistles, I couldn’t find a one that said or implied us 

believers sharing the gospel, preaching or teaching it.  

(Teach and preach principles to the Body, for sure.) 

Most were about Paul doing those things. 

• Repent does not appear between Acts and Revelation.  

 

I believe there are other ways to show that we are not ‘disciples making 

disciples.’  One way is to look at their authority. 

B. Disciples’ Authority 

The apostles (disciples) were given unique power and 

authority.  Let’s go back to John 20. 

John 20:20-23  20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His 

hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has 

sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He 

breathed on them and *said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, their 

sins have been forgiven them; if you retain 

the sins of any, they have been retained.” 
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And again, Luke 10:16 

16 “The one who listens to you listens to Me, 

and the one who rejects you rejects Me; and he 

who rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me.” 

Matthew 10:14-15, 40-42 

14 Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, 

as you go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off 

your feet. 15 Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable 

for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 

judgment than for that city. 

40 “He who receives you receives Me, and he who 

receives Me receives Him who sent 

Me…42 And whoever in the name of a disciple gives 

to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to 

drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.” 

John 13:20 

20 Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives 

whomever I send receives Me; and he who 

receives Me receives Him who sent Me.” 

These verses clearly do not apply to us.   

Their authority is further clarified in the following ‘keys of the kingdom’ 

passage.   

Matthew 16:16-20 

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.” 17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are 

you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not 
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reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 I also 

say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build 

My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 19 I 

will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven; and whatever you bind on 

earth shall have been bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth shall 

have been loosed in heaven.” 20 Then He warned 

the disciples that they should tell no one that He was the 

Christ. 

This directly ties to Matthew 18, again spoken to ALL the 

disciples. 

Matthew 18:17-20 

17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; 

and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him 

be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I say 

to you, whatever you bind on earth 

shall have been bound in heaven; 

and whatever you loose on earth 

shall have been loosed in heaven. 

19 “Again I say to you, that if two of you agree 

on earth about anything that they may ask, it 

shall be done for them by My Father who is in 

heaven. 20 For where two or three have gathered 

together in My name, I am there in their midst.” 

All these passages were spoken by Jesus to the Eleven. 
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This is not Church authority.  I don’t believe ‘church’ in 

these passages is about the Church.  It is authority 

given to disciples outside our age.  Small ‘c’ church 

outside Paul’s epistles (and sometimes within them) is 

a local body of faithful believers or even believers as a 

whole.   

Does Paul get this same authority?  If so, I didn’t see 

it.  Do you see that authority given to us in Paul’s 

epistles?  Me neither. 

In Tribulation times, though, it appears that that 

authority, albeit to a lesser degree, is given to the 

faithful.  1 John 5:13-17 tells us that.  Here’s v.16. 

1 John 5:16 If anyone sees his brother committing a 

sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for 

him give life to those who commit sin not leading to 

death. There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that 

he should make request for this. 

 

Now take some time to read John chapters 13-17.  These are all Jesus 

speaking to the disciples, from the Upper Room at the Passover until the 

Garden.  (Many of these passages are listed in John’s Books.)  

When Jesus speaks to the disciples in those chapters, there’s three options: 

1. He speaking to us, the Church, at the same time. 

2. He’s speaking to the disciples alone. 

3. He’s speaking to the disciples and future non-Church 

Age believers. 
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I’ve already shown you why #1 is not true.  I believe it’s #2 and sometimes 

#3.    

Once you get that right frame of mind, you’ll see things like: 

Commandments.  John 13:34-35; 14:15; 15:10, 12, 17.  We’re 

certainly admonished to love one another in the Church, but I’m 

sure you’ll see the difference once you start looking for it.  Check 

out 1, 2, and 3 John for the post-Church commandment of love.  

Asking.  John 14:13-14; 15:7, 16; 16:23-24.   This type of asking is 

not found in our Church books.  It is again, however, in James 1:5-

6, James 4:2-3, 1 John 3:22,  1 John 5:14-16, etc. 

Joy.  John 15:11; 16:24; 17:13.  And post Church: 1 John 1:4, 2 John 

1:12.  Different than our joy. 

(There’s also a cost to discipleship that we don’t have space to 

go into here.  Read up on their call to suffer vs. our suffering.)   

 

IV.  Church Age Start Date 

Did the Church Age begin in Acts 2?  I don’t believe that’s right anymore. 

We looked at all the events leading up to Acts 2.  We then connected them, 

and it, to the disciples and their gospel of the kingdom, wherein the Holy 

Spirit was promised back in the Old Testament to be given (including Acts 

2:17-18, 33).  This giving of the Holy Spirit is NOT the indwelling Spirit 

promised to the Church revealed only to Paul by special revelation later.  

Paul was the first Church member.  He was given the responsibility/task to 

explain the mystery of the indwelt Church.  He was the apostle to the 

Gentiles: Romans 1:1; 15:16; Eph. 6:19; 1 Timothy 2:7; Ephesians 

3:8-9.  Church doctrine was given only to Paul and is found only in his 

signed books of Romans through Philemon.    
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And, though, as you saw back under My Theory, I cannot give you a specific 

date, I believe the Church/Church Age began at Jesus’ special revelation to 

Paul.   

Another quick comment on the Church, if I may.   Predestined occurs six 

times in the Bible.  The first, Acts 4:28, is talking about God’s pre-planned 

purpose occurring.  The other five times (Rom. 8:29, 30; 1 Cor. 2:7; Eph. 

1:5, 11) all speak of the Church.   I haven’t really looked much into this 

topic, but I do know this.  We are a unique Body with what appears to be a 

rather muddied start, but with a sure ending:  the Rapture. 

 

 

 

The Jewish prophecy in Daniel 9 spans a great deal of time.  It began in 

Nehemiah’s time and continued straight through to the Triumphal Entry on 

that most wonderful Palm Sunday when Jesus presented Himself as King.   
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Like a brick landing on a balloon, the Church Age has pushed out or delayed 

the grand finale of that prophecy.  Please note:  it didn’t cause the ‘break.’  

The Jews’ rejection of Jesus as their King did that.  Our departure (the 

lifting of the brick) will allow for that final ‘broken off’ piece to begin, thus 

resuming the prophecy as if we, the Church, were never even here.  

With that picture in mind, maybe it’s now easier to understand the very 

separate and distinct roles of the Eleven and Paul. 
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CHAPTER 17 

KINGDOM OF GOD 
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CHAPTER 18 

THE NEW COVENANT 

The New Covenant is one of many topics in the 
Synoptic Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke that we 
wrongly apply to us.  Quite frankly, I believe nothing    
in those three books applies doctrinally to us. 

Before I give you a couple examples, I want to just 
briefly tell you why that’s my understanding.  The New 
Testament begins where the Old Testament left off, 
just a few hundred years later.  It’s still centered 
entirely on the Jews:  their laws, their promised 
kingdom and its King, their land, their prophecies, 
etc.   Jesus does not talk about Church Age doctrine. 
Paul is the one to whom the mystery of the Church 
Age was revealed.  And he does just that throughout 
his epistles of Romans to Philemon. 

Now for those examples. 

Though I won’t go into depth on these in this article, 
I’m sure you’d be blessed to research them on your 
own. 

• The Beatitudes. If you read Matthew chapters 5 
and 6 (and on), you’ll not see the gospel as 
explained by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 in 
these chapters at all.  Why?  Because it’s talking 
about the Jewish Kingdom, the Millennium.  
Entrance into that kingdom is not the same as 
salvation in our age. Yes, the Church will be 
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there, but not via the same route nor in the same 
capacity. 

• Matthew 24 and 25. Absolutely nothing to do 
with the Church or the Church Age.  Matthew 
24:3 is the key.  The disciples are asking Jesus 
about 1) the event of the ‘not one stone here will 
be left on another,’ 2) the sign of His coming, 
and 3) the end of the age.  No. 1 was answered 
concerning 70 AD; Nos. 2 and 3 are about the 
future Daniel’s 70th Week, the Great Tribulation, 
the Second Coming and the judgment that 
follows. That means no Church in the parables 
of the Ten Virgins nor in the Sheep and Goat 
Judgment. 

Shocking, I know. 

The Last Supper in Matthew 26 would be another 
example, but with a caveat.  Since we find mention of 
this in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, we know it applies in 
some way to us.  I believe that Paul is looking back at 
the Last Supper and acknowledging the observance of 
it.  Proclaiming the Lord’s death until He comes is 
certainly not improper for the Church to do; I just 
think it’s more symbolic for us.  Whereas its direct 
application is for the Jew in Daniel’s 70th week. 

Why do I say that? 

The answer lies in the title of this article.  The New 
Covenant. 
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Matt. 26:28 & 29 This is my blood of the 

covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins.  I tell you, I will not 

drink from this fruit of the vine from now on 

until that day when I drink it new with you in 

my Father’s kingdom.  (Also Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:16-20.) 

Though, obviously - and thankfully - Jesus’ 
death/shed blood opened the door to salvation for us, 
it did so much more.  Through it, He not only fulfilled 
the Jewish Law, but He instituted a New Covenant  
with the Jews.   He closes out the above verses by 
connecting this event with the future Jewish Kingdom 
wherein He will again drink of the fruit of the vine 
with them. 

Last Supper - Speaking to the Jews! 

At the Last Supper, Jesus was testifying that he was 
offering the New Covenant (NC) through his blood to 
Israel.  If this NC was for the Church, you’d think we’d 
see it mentioned time and again throughout the New 
Testament.  (NASB has it in 2 Corinthians 3:6 whereas 
KJV has new testament.  The reference seems to be 
about the Church’s role through the Spirit and not the 
Law.) Yet ‘New Covenant’ isn’t found anywhere else in 
the NT except for in the book of Hebrews.  And 
‘covenant’ is found only rarely in the NT epistles:  Acts 
3:25 mentioned above; Acts 7:8 referring to Abraham; 
Romans 11:27 an OT quote about Israel; Galatians 
3:15-17 OT again with Abraham. 
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But guess which NT book has ‘covenant’ 
referenced 14 times -- Hebrews!  Not a Pauline epistle 
to us, but the book of Hebrews.  Hebrews. 

In the following Hebrews excerpts, I’m focusing on 
three main ideas. 

1. The unmistakable Jewishness of this book. Some 
of these will be italicized as examples. 

2. How Jesus is the guarantor of the Jewish New 
Covenant. 

3. Maintaining/persevering. 
All underlined portions are noted to show you 
that this is a non-Church Age time frame.  These 
people must maintain/persevere to the end.  No 
eternal security promised to them, like we have. 

All three ideas go hand in glove when you understand 
the way the Bible is divided.  This is discussed in my 
book and the other articles on this site. 

Hebrews 1 the author is comparing/contrasting OT 
revelation/instruction through the prophets via the 
Law vs. ‘in these last days’ revelation/instruction 
through the New Covenant offered by Jesus’ shed 
blood.  (Remember Matthew 26:28.)  He’s also noting 
Jesus’ superiority to the angels. 

Chapter 2 he’s exhorting the Hebrews to not 
drift from that which they’ve heard.   Also Jesus came 
in the flesh “in order that he might become a merciful 
and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he 
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might make atonement for the sins of the people.”   
Obviously a Jewish theme. 

Chapter 3 “Fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we 
acknowledge as our apostle and high priest” in 
verse 1.  And, “…if indeed we hold firmly to our 
confidence and the hope in which we glory” in 
verse 6.  Verses 7-11 confirming he’s speaking to the 
Jewish people by referencing the rebellion in the 
hearts of their ancestors while in the wilderness.  
Verses 12 and 14 back on the subject of remaining 
faithful: “12 See to it, brothers and sisters, 
that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving 

heart that turns away from the living 

God.  14 We have come to share in Christ, if 

indeed we hold our original conviction firmly 

to the very end.” 

Chapter 4 continues on with the need for faith and 
obedience.  Among others is verse 14 Therefore, 
since we have a great high priest who has 

ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of 

God, let us hold firmly to the faith we 

profess. 

Chapter 6 is beautiful when you realize it’s not about 
Church Age believers losing salvation, which cannot 
happen.  It’s post-Church Age doctrine to the Jews 
who, indeed, can lose their salvation if they don’t 
maintain.  Remember, different rules for God’s 
Chosen People and God’s Church.  (See Daniel’s 
Chart.) 
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Here’s verses 4-6, 9-12.  4 It is impossible for 
those who have once been enlightened, who have 

tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in 

the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the 

goodness of the word of God and the powers of 

the coming age 6 and who have fallen away, to 

be brought back to repentance… 9 Even though we 
speak like this, dear friends, we are 

convinced of better things in your case—the 

things that have to do with salvation. 

10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your 

work and the love you have shown him as you 

have helped his people and continue to help 

them.11 We want each of you to show this same 

diligence to the very end, so that what you 

hope for may be fully realized. 12 We do not 

want you to become lazy, but to imitate those 

who through faith and patience inherit what 

has been promised. 

Most, if not all, of your commentaries will go on and 
on ‘clarifying’ what these verses ‘really mean’ when 
that’s not necessary.  They do not apply to us!  They 
mean what they say!! 

Chapter 7 focusing back on Jesus as the guarantor of 
a better covenant.  Verse 22 Because of this oath, 
Jesus has become the guarantor of a better 

covenant. 

In Chapter 8 we see the author again reaching out to 
the Jews to get them to understand why they should 
accept Jesus and the New Covenant He’s offered. 
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Verse 6 But in fact the ministry Jesus has 

received is as superior to theirs as the 

covenant of which he is mediator is superior 

to the old one, since the new covenant is 

established on better promises. 

Chapter 8:7-13 contain the key to this whole 
idea that the NC is with the Jews, superseding 
their prior covenant and not with the Church 
in the Church Age:  

7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that 

first covenant, no place would have been 

sought for another. 

8 But God found fault with the people and 

said:“The days are coming, declares the Lord, 

when I will make a new covenant with the 

people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 

9 It will not be like the covenant I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by the hand 

to lead them out of Egypt, because they did 

not remain faithful to my covenant, and I 

turned away from them, declares the Lord. 

10 This is the covenant I will establish with 

the people of Israel after that time, declares 

the Lord.  I will put my laws in their minds 

and write them on their hearts.  I will be 

their God, and they will be my people. 

11 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or 

say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
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because they will all know me, from the least 

of them to the greatest. 

12 For I will forgive their wickedness and will 

remember their sins no more.” 

                 (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 

13 By calling this covenant “new,” he has made 

the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete 

and outdated will soon disappear. 

This is entirely about the Jews being established in 
their future kingdom.  The NC through Jesus’ shed 
blood is all about God fulfilling the OT promises He 
made to them. 

Chapter 9:15 should need no explanation. 

15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a 

new covenant, that those who are called may 

receive the promised eternal inheritance—now 

that he has died as a ransom to set them free 

from the sins committed under the first 

covenant. 

And when does He set them free?  Verse 28 so Christ 
was sacrificed once to take away the sins of 

many; and he will appear a second time, not to 

bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who 

are waiting for him. 
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Some repetition of Chapter 9 in Chapter 10.  Then 
more talk about perseverance. 

23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 

profess, for he who promised is faithful… 26 If 

we deliberately keep on sinning after we have 

received the knowledge of the truth, no 

sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a 

fearful expectation of judgment and of raging 

fire that will consume the enemies of God. 

Verse 36 You need to persevere so that when you 
have done the will of God, you will receive 

what he has promised. 

Now I’m going to step out there and offer you a 
slightly different take on Hebrews 11.  I think you need 
to go back to 10:36 to get the correct context.  We saw 
just above how that verse is looking forward to what 
Tribulation Jews need to do to receive what God has 
promised.  How that’s clarified is in verses 10:37 
through all of 11.  Though we Church Age believers like 
to say chapter 11 is all about OT believers who ‘looked 
forward to the cross’ and ‘had faith in Jesus’ death, 
burial and resurrection,’ I believe that is wrong.   
Verses 37 through chapter 11 are using prior 
examples of faithfulness defined by those  
who didn’t shrink back; who believed God, had 
faith in what He said and acted accordingly. 

Verse 39 of chapter 11 looks back to verse 39 of 
chapter 10 Those who have faith and are saved.  They 
have not yet received what’s been promised.  Why? 
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 Because they’re made to wait for their brethren in the 
Tribulation in order to receive the promises together 
(Millennium and beyond). 

And you can forget all the confusion on Chp 12:1-3: 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 

great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 

everything that hinders and the sin that so 

easily entangles.  And let us run with 

perseverance the race marked out for us, 
2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 

perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him 

he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 

sat down at the right hand of the throne of 

God.  3 Consider him who endured such 

opposition from sinners, so that you will not 

grow weary and lose heart. 

It’s the final tying together of this section.  The 
cloud of witnesses is the prior faithful Jews. 
 The soon-to-be Tribulation Jews are to look 
back at the just-listed prior faithful Jews and 
with that encouragement, ‘throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles,’ etc, so they don’t lose 
heart and give up! 

(Do you need more assurance that those in the 
Tribulation must endure/maintain?  Read James.  It’ll 
floor you if read as written:  to the Tribulation Jews!  I 
personally believe 1 Peter through Revelation are also 
for that time period.) 
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So for the Jews, it goes from the Last Supper in 
Matthew, Mark and Luke discussing the New 
Covenant straight to the book of Hebrews, clarifying 
for THEM why Jesus qualifies as the guarantor of the 
NC – of their New Covenant. 

We Church Age believers should study and learn from 
the entire Bible, but only derive our doctrine from 
what's written to us. 
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CHAPTER 19   DANIEL’S CHART 
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CHAPTER 20 

1 PETER 

1 Peter is not written to the Church.  Broader 
still, Hebrews, James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2, 3 
John, Jude, and Revelation are not to us.   
Even more amazing, Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John are not to us either.  We've been wrongly 
dividing the Bible.  The Synoptic Gospels show 
Jesus coming to proclaim to the Jews that their 
Kingdom is at hand.  Jesus then spends all 
three books explaining to them about that 
Kingdom. He tells them what they must do to 
be part of it when it arrives.  At first plainly, 

then through parables.  Due to His being 
rejected as its King, the Kingdom was 
postponed.  The Church Age was thrown in as 
the Great Parenthesis, dividing up Daniel 9's 
Jewish prophecy. 

If you've read my home page, you've seen how 
unique the Church is.  We're the only ones 

given the Holy Spirit internally; sealed, 
guaranteed until the Rapture when we'll no 
longer need His deposit.  That sets us apart 
from every other time frame.  Check out the 
free book on the Book tab, the Synoptic 
Gospels, and other articles/charts on my site. 
You'll see that the only kingdom mentioned in 

the Bible is the Jewish Kingdom. In other 
words, the Millennium.  The Jews must suffer 
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through the Tribulation in order to complete 
that prophecy in Daniel resulting in that 
Kingdom's arrival.   

You'll see also that the post-Philemon books 
give doctrine and daily life details for the 
Tribulation Jews.  With this foundation, you can 

then move on to understanding what faith is. 
There is a difference between their faith 
outside of the Church Age, and our faith within 
it.  (Romans might be a good article to read on 
that.)  

Therefore, this study in 1 Peter will begin on 

the subject of faith.  When non-Church Age 
books are talking about faith, it's not like our 
Church Age faith.  Once we believe in the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus we're 
sealed and guaranteed our inheritance.  
Remember, no one else has that eternal 
security.  Their faith must endure.  It must 
hope, hold fast, not fall away...  

Since this is key to understanding all these 
non-Church books, I'm going to ask you to put 
aside your thoughts that these verses are 
speaking to us and just read what they say.   
I'm going to start by listing some Hebrews 
passages because Hebrews is what connects 
the OT Jews and early NT Jews to their 
Tribulation brethren.  They must believe that 
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Jesus is the author of their New Covenant 
(see The New Covenant).  1 Peter will then 
follow.  

Intro: Non-Church Age Faith Found in Hebrews 

Hebrews 3:6  but Christ was faithful as a Son over His 

house—whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence 

and the boast of our hope firm until the end. 

Hebrews 3:14  For we have become partakers of Christ, if 

we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until 

the end, 

And what happens if these Tribulation Jews fall 
away with an unbelieving heart?  Like the 
Hebrews in the exodus from Egypt, they won't 
enter His rest.  Even though they had seen 
God's hand in their favor, they ended up with 
hardened, unbelieving hearts.  Likewise these, 
too, if they don't hold fast until the end, will 

likewise not enter their rest (the Kingdom).  
Read Hebrews 3. 

Hebrews 4 continues.  Therefore, let us fear if, 

while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of 

you may seem to have come short of it. 
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Here's the faith I'm talking about: 

Hebrews 4:2 For indeed we have had good news preached 

to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not 

profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who 

heard. 

Hebrews 4:3-10 then tells them that this final 
rest (v.9) is still coming (Kingdom), so this 
applies to them too. 

Hebrews 4:11-16 11 Therefore let us be diligent to 

enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through  

following the same example of disobedience.  

12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper 

than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the 

division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and  

able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all 

things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom 

we have to do. 

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has  

passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 

hold fast our confession.  15 For we do not have a high 

priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One 

who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without 

sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the 

throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need. 
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The following three passages have caused 
much consternation for us in the Church Age. 
Why?  Because we've been applying them to us 
in error.  Perfect example is the falling away 
we discussed a minute ago in chapter 3.  Well, 
it's confirmed again here that's it's not talking 
to us.  Tribulation Jews must maintain.  Here, 

once again, are results of falling away: 

Hebrews 6:4-6 4 For in the case of those who have once 

been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and 

have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have 

tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to 

come, 6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew 

them again to repentance, since they again crucify to 

themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.  

2 Peter 2:20-22 20 For if, after they have escaped the 

defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and 

are overcome, the last state has become worse for them 

than the first. 21 For it would be better for them not to 

have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, 

to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to 

them. 22 It has happened to them according to the true 

proverb, “A dog returns to its own vomit,” and, “A sow, 

after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.” 
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Hebrews 10:26-39 26 For if we go on sinning willfully 

after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer 

remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a terrifying expectation 

of judgment and the fury of a fire which will consume the 

adversaries. 28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses 

dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three 

witnesses. 29 How much severer punishment do you think he 

will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, 

and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by 

which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of 

grace? 30 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I 

will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge His people.” 31 

It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living 

God. 

32 But remember the former days, when, after being 

enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings, 33 

partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches 

and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those 

who were so treated. 34 For you showed sympathy to the 

prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of your 

property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better 

possession and a lasting one. 35 Therefore, do not throw 

away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For 

you have need of endurance, so that when you have done 

the will of God, you may receive what was promised. 

On the flipside, the results for those who hope 
until the end: 
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Hebrews 6:9-20  9 But, beloved, we are convinced of 

better things concerning you, and things that accompany 

salvation, though we are speaking in this way. 10 For God is 

not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you 

have shown toward His name... 11 And we desire that each 

one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full 

assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you will not be 

sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and 

patience inherit the promises. 

....18 so that by two unchangeable things in which it is 

impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would 

have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set 

before us. 19 This hope we have as an anchor of the 

soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which 

enters within the veil, 20 where Jesus has entered as a 

forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever 

according to the order of Melchizedek. 

And their lives shall look like this: 

Hebrews 10:19-25  19 Therefore, brethren, since we have 

confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 

20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us 

through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and since we have a 

great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near 

with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our 

hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience  and our 

bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the 

confession of our hope without wavering, for He who 

promised is faithful; 24 and let us consider how to 
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stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not 

forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of 

some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you 

see the day drawing near. 

Hebrews 13 also exhorts Tribulation believers 

how to live, closing with vs.20-21.  20 Now the 

God of peace, who brought up from the dead the 

great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of 

the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 21 equip 

you in every good thing to do His will, working in us 

that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus 

Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

*PLEASE NOTE:  All five chapters of 1 Peter are broken 

down in chart form at this point in this article – but could 

not be formatted to fit in this book.  Please see 

churchageisdifferent.com’s page ‘1 Peter’ for this important 

chart! 

Now, how could we have come this far in 
talking about faith and not even mentioned 
Hebrews 11?!?  First, let's see what it's 
sandwiched between. 

Hebrews 10:35-39  35 Therefore, do not throw away 

your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you 

have need of endurance, so that when you have done the 

will of God, you may receive what was promised. 37 For 
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yet in a very little while, He who is coming will come, 

and will not delay. 38 But My righteous one shall live by 

faith; And if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in 

him. 39 But we are not of those who shrink back to 

destruction, but of those who have faith to the 

preserving of the soul. 

This passage is the intro into Hebrews 11, the 
chapter of faithful OT believers in God.  Now 
see its wrap-up in chapter 12. 

Hebrews 12:1-3 Therefore, since we have so great a 

cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside 

every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles 

us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 

before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and 

perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 

down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For 

consider  Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 

against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose 

heart. 

Is that not a summary of everything you've 
been reading?? 

I skipped over the details of chapter 11 
because they're already in Romans and The 



51 
 

New Covenant articles.  Please read them to 
get the entire picture on faith outside the 
Church Age. 

Closing 

In preparing this article, I found myself 

continually back in the Old Testament, amazed 
at its beauty.  God created Israel to have a 
unique relationship with Him.  He formed them 
for that purpose.  Yet they failed to do right 
and obey Him.  They, instead, chose to do 
evil.  And just as God promised, judgment 
always followed.  What's the theme over and 

over again in these OT books?  It's God telling 
Israel to be righteous, show justice and have 
mercy.  Then He'll deliver them from the just 
consequences of their disobedience that they 
continually found themselves in.  

The cycle looked like this:  sin, judgment, 

repentance, rescue from judgment, sin again.  
Almost every time this cycle reached the 
'rescue from judgment' phase, something 
happened.  God would look forward to the 
kingdom age where the cycle will be no more. 
His New Covenant will be in effect and His laws 
will be written on their hearts, etc (Isaiah 
59:21).  Ezekiel 20 sums this up nicely.  
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Check out the book of Isaiah. It's a perfect 
example of this.  For starters try chapters 1, 2, 
11, 32, 35, 54-58, the 60s. 

The Tribulation Jews will need the book of 
Hebrews.  It will tell them they must accept 
Jesus as the author/mediator/testor of their  

New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34).  This will 
be required for them to enter their kingdom  
promised to them throughout the OT.  

So in short, Hebrews will show these 
Tribulation Jews their God keeps His promises. 
The Creator God has kept His time table by 

starting His Jewish clock back to ticking.  Their 
kingdom is just around the corner and though 
their forefathers rejected Jesus as Messiah, 
they must now accept Him.  They must follow 
the instructions He’s giving them in these 
books.  I don't have space to put all the verses 
in here, but I'll give you a couple references.  
Hebrews 7:22; 8:6; 9:15; 10:9-10...   Just 

read Hebrews in the way it was written -- to 
the Jews.  

1 Peter confirms it. 
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CHAPTER 21 

DAYS OF NOAH I 

I have read numerous interpretations of the meaning 
of the phrase Days of Noah.  Most of them focus on 
Matthew 24:38.  

38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating 

and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 

that Noah entered the ark,  

“Oh, it has to be about the Rapture because life is 
existing like normal, then, boom, the Rapture comes 
and we’re taken away.” 

(I used to believe that, by the way!) 

There are other interpretations that go back to the 
flood passage in Genesis and say it’s talking of the 
wickedness of those times and the return of the 
Nephilim. 

(I used to believe that, too.) 

Why did it take me till now to get this? 

What’s the context here? 

Chapter 24 is!  Read all of it! 
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The disciples are asking about Jesus’ return and the 
sign of His coming.  In v.29-31 Jesus is speaking 
specifically of His return.  All will see the sign of the 
Son of Man in the heavens, then He Himself will 
follow.  

The fig tree parable v.32-35 is next, with the whole 
point of it being v.33. 

33 so, you too, when you see all these things, recognize 

that He is near, right at the door. 

All what things? 

Everything He’s been listing in this chapter so far!  
These things will all precede His return of v.29-31. 

Next comes our passage of v.36-41. 

Matthew 24:36-41 36 “But of that day and hour no one 

knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the 

Father alone. 37 For the coming of the Son of Man will 

be just like the days of Noah.  38 For as in those days 

before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 

and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the 

ark, 

39 and they did not understand until the flood came and took 

them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 
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40 Then there will be two men in the field; one will be taken 

and one will be left.  41 Two women will be grinding at 

the mill; one will be taken and one will be left. 

The context Jesus is giving is mentioned in v.36 and 
v.39. 

• 36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even 

the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father 

alone.  

• 39 and they did not understand until the flood came 

and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son 

of Man be. 

My paraphrase: “No one knows when I’m coming so 
BE READY, BE ON ALERT!”  

WE FOCUS ON V.38… 

38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating 

and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 

that Noah entered the ark, 

 …BUT V.39 IS THE KEY! 

39 and they did not understand until the flood came 

and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of 

Man be. 
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Just as the flood took away all the unbelievers, so, too, 
will Jesus AT HIS RETURN take away all  
unbelievers – to their PUNISHMENT! 

Look at the verses that follow. 

• 40 Then there will be two men in the field; one will be 

taken and one will be left. 

• 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be 

taken and one will be left. 

These taken are NOT us in the Rapture!!  Don’t forget 
the context of Matthew 24.  Jesus is speaking to His 
Jewish disciples about a Jewish time frame (Daniel’s 
70th Week).  The Church is not on earth then.  We left 
in the Rapture seven years prior!  

These taken are those who were not ready, who either 
rejected Jesus outright or ‘believers’ who were not 
faithful until the end.  

(This concept of Tribulation believers enduring and 
being ready and on alert – obviously, outside our 
Church Age -- is mentioned over and over again on 
this site.) 

Moving on in Matthew 24, next comes v.42. 

42 “Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which 

day your Lord is coming. 
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See what I mean!! 

Next comes a parable in v.43-51. 

And what is the theme of the parable?  

The same exact theme we’ve been talking about.  It 
clarifies that you do NOT want to be one of the ones 
TAKEN! 

Check it out. 

43 But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had 

known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he 

would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his 

house to be broken into.44 For this reason you also must 

be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you 

do not think He will. 

Faithful Slave 

45 “Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom 

his master put in charge of his household to give them their 

food at the proper time?46 Blessed is that slave whom 

his master finds so doing when he comes. 47 Truly I say 

to you that he will put him in charge of all his possessions.  

The faithful slave is left behind to enter the Kingdom! 
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Unfaithful Slave 

48 But if that evil slave says in his heart, ‘My master is not 

coming for a long time,’ 49 and begins to beat his fellow 

slaves and eat and drink with drunkards; 50 the master of 

that slave will come on a day when he does not 

expect him and at an hour which he does not 

know, 51 and will cut him in pieces and assign him a place 

with the hypocrites; in that place there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth. 

The evil slave is taken! 

You want further proof?  Read Matthew 25.  What’s 
the theme or focus of these Second Coming judgment 
parables?  (Now check out Kingdom of God for a 
visual on this.) 

Same exact concept in Luke 17. 

24 For just like the lightning, when it flashes out of one 

part of the sky, shines to the other part of the sky, so will 

the Son of Man be in His day. 25 But first He must suffer 

many things and be rejected by this generation. 26 And just 

as it happened in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the 

days of the Son of Man: 27 they were eating, they were 

drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in 

marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and 

the flood came and destroyed them all.  
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Destruction for those not ready. 

28 It was the same as happened in the days of Lot: they 

were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they 

were selling, they were planting, they were building; 

 29 but on the day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained 

fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. 

Destruction for those not ready. 

30 It will be just the same on the day that the Son of Man is 

revealed. 

 31 On that day, the one who is on the housetop and whose 

goods are in the house must not go down to take them out; 

and likewise the one who is in the field must not turn 

back. 32 Remember Lot’s wife.33 Whoever seeks to keep 

his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will 

preserve it.  

V.33 is the key.  (Read Synoptic Gospels.  The concept 
of v.33 is taught by Jesus in Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
regarding this non-Church time frame.) 

34 I tell you, on that night there will be two in one bed; one 

will be taken and the other will be left. 

 35 There will be two women grinding at the same place; one 

will be taken and the other will be left.36 [Two men will be in 
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the field; one will be taken and the other will be 

left.”] 37 And answering they *said to Him, “Where, Lord?” 

And He said to them, “Where the body is, there also 

the vultures will be gathered.” 

Check out Days of Noah II for an answer to the 
question: 

“Well, if they'll know the Tribulation is exactly seven 
years, how can they not know the day nor hour of 
Jesus’ return?” 

Thanks for reading! 
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CHAPTER 22 

DAYS OF NOAH II 

So we can clearly see from Days of Noah I that when 
Jesus says the coming of the Son of Man will be just 
like the days of Noah, He’s speaking of His return at 
the end of the Tribulation.  Days of Noah II will 
attempt to answer the follow-up question of “Well, if 
they’ll know the Tribulation is exactly seven years, 
how can they not know the day nor hour of Jesus’ 
return?” 

To give a foundation, I’m going to quote a section 
from Who’s the Bride that will help us better 
understand the term ‘Day of the Lord.’ 

Day of the Lord is still somewhat of a mystery to 
me.  It’s typically mentioned in the OT as ‘in that 
day’ and yet sometimes ‘in that day’ simply 
means a then-current event like Leviticus 7:35 
and Numbers 32:10.  The vast majority of the 
time, though, it’s that dreaded future period of 
great darkness that the Jews were told must 
occur before their Kingdom can begin. 

Even then, it seems to me that it’s two things.  
It’s, I believe, the Time of Jacob’s Trouble, which 
is the second half of the seven-year Tribulation.  
(Many believe ‘the Day of the Lord’ is the entire 
Tribulation.)  And the second future thing it is is 
a specific day within that ‘day,’ meaning, the 
actual date of the Lord’s physical return.  Some 
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examples for that could be Joel 2:31; Zephaniah 
1:14; Acts 2:20; 1 Thess. 5:2.  

For examples of Day of the Lord or ‘in that day’ that I 
believe refer to the specific actual date of His return, 
we’ll check out the following passages. 

Isaiah 13:6-10 (quoted in Matthew 24:29) 

Wail, for the day of the Lord is near! 

It will come as destruction from the Almighty. 
7 Therefore all hands will fall limp, and every man’s heart 

will melt. 
8 They will be terrified, pains and anguish will take hold 

of them; They will writhe like a woman in labor, They will 

look at one another in astonishment, Their faces aflame. 
9 Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, cruel, with fury 

and burning anger, to make the land a desolation; 

And He will exterminate its sinners from it. 
10 For the stars of heaven and their constellations will 

not flash forth their light; the sun will be dark when it 

rises and the moon will not shed its light. 

Possibly Isaiah 24:21-23 

Isaiah 34.  Here’s v.4 

And all the host of heaven will wear away, 

And the sky will be rolled up like a scroll; 

All their hosts will also wither away 
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As a leaf withers from the vine, 

Or as one withers from the fig tree. 

Possibly Joel 2:30-32 (quoted in Acts 2) 

Here’s 30 & 31  

“I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth, blood, 

fire and columns of smoke. 
31 “The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into 

blood before the great and awesome day of 

the Lord comes." 

Amos 8:9 “It will come about in that day,” declares the Lord  

God, “That I will make the sun go down at noon and make the 

earth dark in broad daylight. 

Zechariah 14:1-7.  Here’s v.6 & 7 

6 In that day there will be no light; the luminaries will 

dwindle. 7 For it will be a unique day which is known to 

the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will come about 

that at evening time there will be light. 

Before we discuss those, though, I’ll list some passages 
that could be the specific actual date of His 
return OR could be the general conditions of the Day 
of the Lord ‘window of time.’  It’s hard to be certain. 
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Amos 5:18-20  (This is a good passage to read because 
God clarifies to the Jews that the Day of the Lord will 
be a time of darkness and no light.  I only mention 
that so you can see that whether it’s the ‘window’ or 
the ‘actual date’, it’s a dreaded time of judgment.) 

Jeremiah 4:28 

Zephaniah 1 

Joel 2 & 3   

So now that you’ve read the above passages, I’m sure 
you’ve noticed the reason why no one knows the day 
or the hour.  Right?  If not, please go back and 
specifically reread Isaiah 13:10, Amos 8:9, Zechariah 
14:6-7.  

Time has been convoluted, folks.  When does one day 
end and the night begin when there’s no light? 

And did you catch Zechariah 14:7?   For it will 

be a unique day which is known to the Lord,  neither day 

nor night, but it will come about  that at evening time 

there will be light. 

Oh, my goodness.  No other verse is even needed! 

1) known to the Lord (implying no one else) 
2) neither day nor night 
3) at evening there will be light 
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Still unsure? 

Let’s check out Revelation. 

Though the following sixth seal could be anywhere 
within the Day of the Lord, or second half of the 
Tribulation, it sure seems like it’s speaking of the 
‘actual date’ due to the severity of the events.  Read it 
as if the entire passage was bolded!  

Revelation 6:12-17 12 I looked when He broke the sixth seal, 

and there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as 

sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood;  
13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts 

its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind. 14 The sky was split 

apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and 

island were moved out of their places.  

15 Then the kings of the earth and the great men and 

the commanders and the rich and the strong and every 

slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among 

the rocks of the mountains; 16 and they *said to the 

mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from 

the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the  

wrath of the Lamb; 17 for the great day of their wrath has 

come, and who is able to stand?” 

And for the icing on the cake: 
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Revelation 8:12 12 The fourth angel sounded [his trumpet], 

and a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third 

of the stars were struck, so that a third of them would 

be darkened and the day would not shine for a third of 

it, and the night in the same way. 

Time is out of whack from here on out. 

Another point to remember is that you can see this 
teaching throughout the Bible.  And even though the 
Rapture, too, will occur at an unknown date and time, 
it is NOT spoken of throughout Scripture, but only to 
the Church in the Church Age books of 1 Corinthians 
and 1 Thessalonians.  So ‘no man knows the day nor 
hour’ verses like those found in Matthew 24:36, 25:13, 
Mark 13:32 all fit within the context they’re written in 
– OUTSIDE the Church Age! 

And lastly, why I think the Day of the Lord ‘window of 
time’ begins at the midpoint of the Tribulation instead 
of at the beginning.  

2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 Now we request you, brethren, with 

regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

our gathering together to Him, 2 that you not be quickly 

shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by 

a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect 

that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one in any way 

deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy 

comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, 
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the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself 

above every so-called god or object of worship, so that 

he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying 

himself as being God. 

So you can see the Antichrist, or man of lawlessness, 
takes his seat in the temple of God at the midpoint of 
the Tribulation (Daniel 9:27, 12:11, Matthew 24:15, 
Mark 13:14).  Per 2 Thessalonians 2:2-4 cited above, 
the Day of the Lord won’t come until then. 

One last thing I forgot to put in Days of Noah I.  

Revelation 16:15 (“Behold, I am coming like a thief.  

Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes,  

so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his 

shame.”) 

Right smack dab in the middle of v.13-16 

– an Armageddon passage! 

 

 

 

 

 



68 
 

CHAPTER 23 

JOHN’S BOOKS 

None of John’s books (Gospel of John; 1, 2, 3 John) 

contain Church Age doctrine.  We can read them 

and learn from them, but they are not to us. 

Let me show you why. 

In the Gospel of John, as we’ll see in a minute, 

Jesus continually emphasizes His relationship with 

the Father.  Once we’ve looked at these passages, 

we’ll move on to where Jesus emphasizes believers’ 

responsibilities regarding salvation.  

Let’s first look at a couple of John’s statements 

about Jesus’ identity. 

John 1:1-5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 
 3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him 
nothing came into being that has come into being.  
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John 1:14,18 

14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we 
saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full 
of grace and truth…..  18 No one has seen God at any time; the 
only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has 
explained Him. 

Now for some of Jesus’ statements about Himself 

and the Father. 

John 5:17-29 (sections of)  

17 But He answered them, “My Father is working until now, and 
I Myself am working.”  18 For this reason therefore the 
Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not 
only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His 
own Father, making Himself equal with God. 

19 Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it 
is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father 
does, these things the Son also does in like manner. 20 For the 
Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself 
is doing; and the Father will show Him greater works than 
these, so that you will marvel. 21 For just as the Father raises the 
dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to 
whom He wishes. 22 For not even the Father judges anyone, 
but He has given all judgment to the Son, 23 so that all will 
honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not 
honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. 

24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, 
and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not 
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come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 
 25 Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, 
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those 
who hear will live. 26 For just as the Father has life in Himself, 
even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself;  

27 and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He 
is the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this; for an hour is 
coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His 
voice, 29 and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a 
resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a 

resurrection of judgment.  [Second Coming judgment 

based on works.  Obviously not for the Church 

Age.] 

John 5:30-43 (sections of) 

30 “I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; 
and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, 
but the will of Him who sent Me. 

36 But the testimony which I have is greater than the testimony 
of John; for the works which the Father has given Me to 
accomplish—the very works that I do—testify about Me, that 
the Father has sent Me. 

37 And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me. You 
have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His 
form. 38 You do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not 
believe Him whom He sent. 

43 I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive 
Me; if another comes in his own name, you will receive him.  
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John 6:29 

 29 Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, 
that you believe in Him whom He has sent.” 

John 6:38-40 

38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, 
but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 This is the will of Him who 
sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, 
but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of My Father, 
that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will 
have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.” 

John 6:43-48 

 43 Jesus answered and said to them, “Do not grumble among 

yourselves.44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who 
sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. 45 It 
is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught of 
God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, 
comes to Me. 46 Not that anyone has seen the Father, except 
the One who is from God; He has seen the Father. 47 Truly, 
truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life. 48 I am the 
bread of life. 

John 7:16-18 

16 So Jesus answered them and said, “My teaching is not Mine, 
but His who sent Me. 17 If anyone is willing to do His will, he will 
know of the teaching, whether it is of God or whether I speak 
from Myself. 18 He who speaks from himself seeks his own 
glory; but He who is seeking the glory of the One who sent 
Him, He is true, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. 
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John 7:28-29 

28 Then Jesus cried out in the temple, teaching and 
saying, “You both know Me and know where I am from; and I 
have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom 
you do not know. 29 I know Him, because I am from Him, 
and He sent Me.” 

John 8:12-19 

12 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of 
the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but 
will have the Light of life.” ….16 But even if I do judge, My 
judgment is true; for I am not alone in it, but I and the Father 
who sent Me... 18 I am He who testifies about Myself, and the 
Father who sent Me testifies about Me.” 19 So they were saying 
to Him, “Where is Your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know 
neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know My 
Father also.” 

John 8:23-29 

23 And He was saying to them, “You are from below, I am from 
above; you are of this world, I am not of this world. 24 Therefore 
I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe 
that I am He, you will die in your sins.” 25 So they were saying 
to Him, “Who are You?” Jesus said to them, “What have I been 
saying to you from the beginning?  

 26 I have many things to speak and to judge concerning you, 
but He who sent Me is true...28 So Jesus said, “When you lift up 
the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and I do 
nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the 
Father taught Me.29 And He who sent Me is with Me; He has 
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not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to 
Him.” 

John 8:42, 46, 47 

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love 
Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I 
have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent 
Me….  46 Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, 
why do you not believe Me? 47 He who is of God hears the 
words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because 
you are not of God.” 

John 8:54-58 

54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is 
My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, ‘He is our 
God’; 55 and you have not come to know Him, but I know Him; 
and if I say that I do not know Him, I will be a liar like you, but I 
do know Him and keep His word. 56 Your father 
Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was 
glad.”57 So the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years 
old, and have You seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to 
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I 
am.” 

John 10:14-15 

14 I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own 
know Me, 15 even as the Father knows Me and I know the 
Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep….  
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John 10:25-30 

25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not 
believe; the works that I do in My Father’s name, these testify 
of Me. 26 But you do not believe because you are not of My 
sheep. 27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they 
follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never 
perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.29 My 
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no 
one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 I and the 
Father are one.” 

John 10:37-38 

37 If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe 
Me; 38 but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, 
believe the works, so that you may know and understand 
that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.” 

John 12:44-50 

44 And Jesus cried out and said, “He who believes in Me, does 
not believe in Me but in Him who sent Me. 45 He who sees Me 
sees the One who sent Me.  

48 He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has 
one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him 
at the last day. 49 For I did not speak on My own initiative, but 
the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a 
commandment as to what to say and what to speak. 50 I know 
that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I 
speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me.” 
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John 13:20, 31-32 

20 Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send 
receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent 
Me.” 

31 Therefore when he had gone out, Jesus *said, “Now is the 
Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in Him; 32 if God is 
glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and will 
glorify Him immediately. 

John 14 (sections of) 

6 Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; 
no one comes to the Father but through Me.  7 If you had 
known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now 
on you know Him, and have seen Him.” 8 Philip *said to Him, 
“Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.”9 Jesus *said 
to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not 
come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the 
Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but 
the Father abiding in Me does His works. 11 Believe Me that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise  believe 
because of the works themselves.  

19 After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but 
you will see Me; because I live, you will live also. 20 In that day 
you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in 
you. 
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John 16 (sections of) 

13 But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into 
all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but 
whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you 
what is to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine 
and will disclose it to you. 15 All things that the Father has are 
Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will 
disclose it to you. 

23 In that day you will not question Me about anything. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My 
name, He will give it to you. 24 Until now you have asked for 
nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy 
may be made full. 

25 “These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; an 
hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative 
language, but will tell you plainly of the Father. 26 In that 
day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I will 
request of the Father on your behalf;27 for the Father Himself 
loves you, because you have loved Me and have believed 
that I came forth from the Father. 28 I came forth from the 
Father and have come into the world; I am leaving the world 
again and going to the Father.” 

29 His disciples *said, “Lo, now You are speaking plainly and 
are not using a figure of speech. 30 Now we know that You 
know all things, and have no need for anyone to question 
You; by this we believe that You came from God.” 

John 17 (sections of) 

Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He 
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son 
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may glorify You, 2 even as You gave Him authority over all 
flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give 
eternal life. 3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 

8 for the words which You gave Me I have given to them; and 
they received them and truly understood that I came forth from 
You, and they believed that You sent Me. 9 I ask on their 
behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those 
whom You have given Me; for they are Yours;  

10 and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; 
and I have been glorified in them. 11 I am no longer in the world; 
and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to 
You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which 
You have given Me, that they may be one even as 
We are. 12 While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your 
name which You have given Me... 

13 But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world 
so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. 14 I have 
given them Your word...  17 Sanctify them in the truth; 

20 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who 
believe in Me through their word; 21 that they may all be 
one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also 
may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 

Jesus and the Father 

So you’ve now seen that much of John is about 

Jesus’ relationship to the Father.  That's all fine, 
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you say, no problem with that.  Let's briefly look 

into John 3 before I get into what you might have 

a problem with. 

Well, if you read just 3:16, it does seem like ours.  

That’s why we’ve claimed it for so long.  But let’s 

get the full context.  Jesus is telling Nicodemus 

that one must be born again/born of the Spirit to 

enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus is the only 

connection to the Father and He must ‘be lifted up’ 

to be able to offer eternal life to those who 

believe.    

John 3:16….       

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world to 
judge the world, but that the world might be saved through 
Him.  

18 He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not 
believe has been judged already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 This is the 
judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men 
loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were 
evil. 20 For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does 
not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be 
exposed. 21 But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, 
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so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought 
in God.” 

Next is John the Baptist speaking of Jesus 

31 ...He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 What He has 
seen and heard, of that He testifies.... 33 He who has received 
His testimony has set his seal to this, that God is true. 36 He 
who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does 
not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides 
on him.” 

Keep these two John 3 passages in mind.  We'll get 

to them soon.  And check out my article 1 Peter.  It 

connects John 3:36 (above) ‘he who does not obey 

the Son’ to 1 Peter 1:1.  And it connects John 3:3 

being ‘born again’ to 1 Peter 1:3.  All non-Church 

Age books. 

Now for the passages in John you might have been 

skimming over.  Or maybe someone told you they 

mean something other than what they say. 

Jesus Speaking of Believers' Responsibilities 

John 8:31-32 

 31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed 
Him, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of 
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Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” 

John 14:15  “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 

John 14:21-24 

21 He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one 
who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My 
Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to 
him.”22 Judas (not Iscariot) *said to Him, “Lord, what then has 
happened that You are going to disclose Yourself to us and not 
to the world?” 23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone 
loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, 
and We will come to him and make Our abode with him. 24 He 
who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word 
which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me. 

John 15 

 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every 
branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and 
every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear 
more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I 
have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so 
neither can you unless you abide in Me. 

5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and 
I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do 
nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as 
a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them 
into the fire and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My 
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words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done 
for you.  

8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, 
and so prove to be My disciples. 9 Just as the Father has loved 
Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My 
commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept 
My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11 These 
things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be made full. 

12 “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as 
I have loved you... 14 You are My friends if you do what I 
command you.15 No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave 
does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have 
made known to you. 16 You did not choose Me but I chose you, 
and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, 
and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of 
the Father in My name He may give to you. 17 This I command 
you, that you love one another. 

These verses contain commandments for salvation.  

That doesn’t sound like our Church Age ‘by grace 

alone through faith alone’ gospel to me.    

But they DO sound like 1, 2, and 3 John.  Check out 

these excerpts! 
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1 John 1:5-7 

5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce 
to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at 
all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in 
the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 7 but if 
we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son 
cleanses us from all sin.  

1 John 2:1-11 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 
may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself 
is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but 
also for those of the whole world. 

3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep 
His commandments. 4 The one who says, “I have come to know 
Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him;5 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love 
of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in 
Him: 6 the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk 
in the same manner as He walked. 

7 Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an 
old commandment which you have had from the 
beginning... 8 On the other hand, I am writing a new 
commandment to you... 9 The one who says he is in the Light 
and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now. 10 The 
one who loves his brother abides in the Light and there is no 
cause for stumbling in him. 11 But the one who hates his brother 
is in the darkness and walks in the darkness.... 
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1 John 2:23-29 

 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one 
who confesses the Son has the Father also.24 As for you, let 
that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what 
you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide 
in the Son and in the Father. 

25 This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal 
life. 26 These things I have written to you concerning those who 
are trying to deceive you. 27 As for you, the anointing which you 
received from Him abides in you...as His anointing teaches you 
about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has 
taught you, you abide in Him. 

28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, 
we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in 
shame at His coming. 29 If you know that He is righteous, you 
know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of 
Him. 

1 John 3 

See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 
would be called children of God; and such we are....  2 Beloved, 
now we are children of God... We know that when He appears, 
we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He 
is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies 
himself, just as He is pure. 4 Everyone who practices sin also 
practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that 
He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no 
sin.  

6 No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen 
Him or knows Him. 7 Little children, make sure no one deceives 
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you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as 
He is righteous; 8 the one who practices sin is of the devil; for 
the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of 
God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the 
devil. 9 No one who is born of God practices sin, because His 
seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of 
God. 10 By this the children of God and the children of the devil 
are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is 
not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. 

[Now after seeing born of God these three times, 

read John 1:12-13 then go back to John 3.] 

14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because 
we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in 
death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and 
you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 We 
know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has 
the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes 
his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 

18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in 
deed and truth. 19 We will know by this that we are of the truth... 

21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we 
have confidence before God; 22 and whatever we ask we 
receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and 
do the things that are pleasing in His sight. 23 This is His 
commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 24 The 
one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in 
him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom 
He has given us. 
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1 John 4 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; 
and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 The 
one who does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. 9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God 
has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might 
live through Him. 

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one 
another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. 13 By 
this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He 
has given us of His Spirit. 14 We have seen and testify that the 
Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world. 

15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God abides in him, and he in God. 16 We have come to know 
and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, 
and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides 
in him. 17 By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may 
have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so 
also are we in this world.  

20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is 
a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this 
commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves 
God should love his brother also. 

1 John 5 

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and 
whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him. 2 By this 
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 
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and observe His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, 
that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are 
not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the 
world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our 
faith. 

5 Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6 This is the One 
who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water 
only, but with the water and with the blood. It is the Spirit who 
testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.7 For there are three that 
testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and the three 
are in agreement.  

9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is 
greater; for the testimony of God is this, that He has testified 
concerning His Son. 10 The one who believes in the Son of 
God has the testimony in himself; the one who does not believe 
God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the 
testimony that God has given concerning His Son. 11 And the 
testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life 
is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does 
not have the Son of God does not have the life. 

13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of 
the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal 
life. 

2 John 1 

4 I was very glad to find some of your children walking in 
truth, just as we have received commandment to do from the 
Father. 5... love one another.6 And this is love, that we walk 
according to His commandments. This is the 
commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, that 
you should walk in it. 
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8 Watch yourselves, that you do not lose what we have 
accomplished, but that you may receive a full reward. 9 Anyone 
who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, 
does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has 
both the Father and the Son. 

********* 

What did we just look at? 

So in summary, the Gospel of John focuses on how Jesus 

and the Father are one, therefore, validating Jesus’ claim 

that He’s able to offer eternal life to those who believe in 

Him, meaning SALVATION.  As you saw earlier: 

  

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall 
not perish, but have eternal life. 

For just as the Father raises the dead and gives 
them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom 
He wishes. 

He who hears My word, and believes Him who 
sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into 
judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 

This is the work of God, that you believe in Him 
whom He has sent. 



88 
 

For this is the will of My Father, that everyone 
who beholds the Son and believes in Him will 
have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on 
the last day. 

Everyone who has heard and learned from the 
Father, comes to Me. 46 Not that anyone has seen 
the Father, except the One who is from God; He 
has seen the Father. 47 Truly, truly, I say to you, he 
who believes has eternal life.  

He who believes in Me, does not believe in Me but 
in Him who sent Me. 45 He who sees Me sees the 
One who sent Me. 

This is eternal life, that they may know You, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have 
sent.  

Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; 
the one who confesses the Son has the Father 
also. 

Upon faith in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection 

during the Church Age, individuals are sealed and 

secured by the Holy Spirit, giving us a guaranteed 

inheritance – saved by faith alone!  But that’s not 

what you’re seeing in John’s books, is it? 

Why?  Because the intended audience of these 

books [believers outside the Church Age] do not 
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have the indwelling Spirit and must follow what 

Matthew through John and Hebrews through 

Revelation say.  They will not have a guaranteed 

inheritance so they must obey His 

commandments.  Here’s a repeat of some of those 

passages…  

 

By this we know that we have come to know Him, 
if we keep His commandments. The one who says, 
“I have come to know Him,” and does not keep 
His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him; but whoever keeps His word, in him 
the love of God has truly been perfected. By this 
we know that we are in Him: the one who says 
he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the 
same manner as He walked. 

No one who is born of God practices sin, because 
His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, 
because he is born of God. By this the children of 
God and the children of the devil are 
obvious: anyone who does not practice 
righteousness is not of God, nor the one 
who does not love his brother. 

This is His commandment, that we believe in the 
name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one 
another, just as He commanded us. The one 
who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and 
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He in him. We know by this that He abides in us, 
by the Spirit whom He has given us. 

And two more. 

And everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. The one who does not love does 
not know God, for God is love. By this the love of 
God was manifested in us, that God has sent 
His only begotten Son into the world so that we 
might live through Him.  

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born 
of God, and whoever loves the Father loves 
the child born of Him. By this we know that we 
love the children of God, when we love God and 
observe His commandments. For this is the love 
of God, that we keep His commandments. 

In Conclusion 

So the Gospel of John is foundational to all 

believers.  Hopefully, you can now see, though, that 

it is only speaking of salvation, and not security. 

Maybe this will help.  Before Jesus’ sacrifice, the 

Law applied to the Jews.  And what was the core 

focus of the Law?  Love God, keep His commands, 



91 
 

practice righteousness, love others.  The Holy 

Spirit did not indwell them; thus they were 

required to obey.  Though Jesus fulfilled the Law 

so that He’d qualify to save us, its core essence 

carries into the post Church Age Tribulation as you 

just saw above.  (Remember, the Tribulation is just 

Jews and Gentiles.  No Church.) That looks like 

this:  Love God, believe Jesus, keep His commands, 

practice righteousness, love others.  The Holy 

Spirit, again, will not indwell these believers; thus 

they’ll be required to obey. 

See it now!  The only real difference between the 

two is since Jesus’ sacrifice has occurred, 

Tribulation believers must believe in Him! 

Remember, after the Church is taken home in the 

Rapture, Daniel 9:27’s confirming of the covenant 

can happen.  Once it does, the seven-year 

Tribulation, which will be a time of judgment for 

the Gentile nations and refinement for the Jews, 

will begin.  It will be a Jewish time frame with 

Hebrews through Revelation as their doctrinal 

books.  Check them out.  You’ll find they’re saying 

the same thing you see here!  

PS – Looking back now, I don't believe I did a good job explaining 

John 3:16 in this article.  Please see Salvation and Security for more 

on that.  
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CHAPTER 24 

JAMES 

Why is the book of James so misunderstood?  Why do 
we find ourselves continually saying, “Oh, I know it 
says that, but what it really means is…”??? 

Because we’re trying to apply it doctrinally to us 
when, in fact, it’s for the Jews in the Tribulation! 

In the same respect, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 
are not to us doctrinally.  

Next on the website would be a chart showing the 
direct connection between the book of James and the 
Synoptic Gospels (SG).  And, once again, I was unable 
to format the chart to fit in this PDF.  So please check 
out James at churchageisdifferent.com.  It contains the 
whole purpose of this article.  Once you get the right 
perspective, it’s amazing how the Bible fits together – 
without trying to reword it!  

And after the chart: 

I’m sure there are more references, but this should get 
you started.  

There is a correct way to rightly divide Scripture.  I 
know everyone of every belief system uses that term, 
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but it’s still true, nonetheless.  When there’s no 
dividing, you get chaos.  If everything directly 
applied to every one of all times, you get major 
contradictions.  So no dividing is out. 

Incorrect dividing is obviously quite common.  I did it 
for many, many years.  I assumed, and was taught, 
that the entire NT is for the Church and about the 
Church.  It’s not.  There are probably numerous ways 
others divide the NT.  Most are clearly wrong.  Others 
are harder to spot.   

Church Age doctrine is found only in Paul's epistles. 
James is for the Jews outside our time frame. 
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CHAPTER 25 

MY TRIBULATION THOUGHTS 

A typical American Christian says: 

• I know the tribulation is right around the corner 
because our president just might be the 
Antichrist! 

• It won't be long before he gets Israel to sign a 
peace treaty! 

• Oh, and don’t take the RFID chip – it’s the mark 
of the beast! 

• And oh, all the chaos in America just goes to 
show we’re Babylon! 

Wrong.  All wrong. 

I’ll tell you what, if I wanted to be popular on YouTube 
and have thousands of subscribers, all I’d have to do is 
show Biblical ‘proof’ for the above ideas, then wham, 
I’m an instant hit! 

But since I don’t believe they’re true, I guess I’ll just 
remain unpopular.  So be it. 

Here’s my Tribulation thoughts. 

Our view of end time events is skewed because 
we’re way too self-focused.  We can’t see outside of 
America and outside of the Church Age we live in.  For 
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just a moment, let’s stop taking selfies and put on the 
panoramic lens! 

The Bible spans all of human history, from creation to 
the close of the Millennium.  Eternity to eternity.  I 
believe that’s about 6000 years so far.  America has 
been here for about 200 years.   Two hundred.  We’ve 
been in the Church Age for about 2000 years.  One, 
(America) isn’t even a blip on the radar.  The other, 
(CA) must close out before the tribulation can start.  
I’ve shown that over and over on my site.  I won’t go 
into it here. 

I believe if you want to get a better perspective of 
tribulation events, you must go back before our time 
and -- 

• STOP thinking an American president will be the 
Antichrist. Folks have been doing this since 
Kennedy.   Just give it up. 

• STOP thinking another peace treaty between Israel 
and her neighbors is necessarily what Daniel 9:27 is 
talking about.  It says ‘confirm a/the covenant.’ 

• STOP thinking a potential American healthcare 
requirement is the mark of the beast. The mark will 
be global – every single individual (remote islands, 
jungle inhabitants, people groups we haven’t even 
found yet) will be required to take it. This is way 
beyond our surveillance capabilities, as advanced 
as they are. 

• STOP thinking a gross misinterpretation of Isaiah 
9:10 proves we’re Babylon. That passage is about 
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idolatrous Israel desiring to build their own Tower 
of Babel. 

START thinking like this: 

The tribulation is the grand finale of a drama 
that encompasses the ENTIRE Bible up until 
its arrival except the Church Age. (Our grand 
finale is the Rapture!) 

The Holy Spirit ceases in His role as Restrainer once 
the Church is removed in the Rapture.  This opens the 
door to Satan’s deception and God’s delusion (1 
Thess.  2:11) to a for-the-time-being completely God-
rejecting world.  So what do you think the Holy Spirit 
was restraining?  Maybe just a few people-possessing 
demons like you see in the Gospels?  No.  Remember, 
this is Satan’s end game and dark spiritual activity will 
abound.  As a result of Satan being in his final hours, 
he’s allowed to pull out all the stops. 

Try reading Revelation WITHOUT symbolizing 
everything you don’t understand.   For example, read 
Revelation 9:1-12.  There will be demonic ‘locusts’ 
released from the Pit that will torment men for five 
months.  Their description (vs. 7-10) was difficult for 
John to find words for.  They are what they are.  Now 
check out Revelation 9:13-19.  This 200 million strong 
‘horsemen’ army is NOT China.  We don’t even have 
200 million horses on earth!  This demonic army 
was sent out by the four angels bound at the 
Euphrates. 
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You won’t need to worry about Project Bluebeam 
because real demonic entities will be in your face 
tormenting and/or killing you (if you’re an unbeliever 
now and you take the mark then). 

More Thoughts 

If you’re still with me, here’s my thoughts on the 
Antichrist.  We can see from Revelation 17:8 that he 
CANNOT be a US president because he comes from 
the ABYSS.  Therefore, he is someone who has lived 
in the past and will be resurrected.   And keep going in 
verse 8.  You see ‘he was, and is not and will come.’  
 Continue on in verses 9-11.   Verse 11:  The beast 
which was and is not, is himself also an eighth and 
is one of the seven, and he goes to destruction. 

Sounds crazy but you know the Bible speaks of 
numerous resurrections.   You know this is the 
culmination of Satan’s bid to dethrone God.   You 
know it’ll be outside of our believe-without-seeing, 
faith-alone time frame. 

In thinking back all the way to Genesis, where did ALL 
false religion stem from?  Who did Satan use to unite 
the world in the past?  Who’s the king of Babylon?  
Who is the Assyrian whom God is going to trample? 
 Most of all, who’s the MAN who made the earth 
tremble and was cast out of his own tomb? 

Who Could He Be? 
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A resurrected Nimrod is a potential candidate.  Please 
read Isaiah 14:1-28, and do not just pull out vs.12-14 
and say this is Satan.  All these verses tell us facts 
about this ‘being,’ whoever he is: 

• v.4 he is the king of Babylon 

• v.6 he subdued the nations in anger with 
unrestrained persecution 

• vs.9-11 Sheol arouses the spirits of the dead at 
his arrival 

• vs.12-15 he thought he’d be like the Most High; 
very, very proud 

• vs.16-17 those in hell are amazed that 
this MAN (v.16) was now with them; he had 
been a powerful and cruel king  

16 “Those who see you will gaze at you, 
They will ponder over you, saying, 
‘Is this the man who made the earth tremble, 
Who shook kingdoms, 
17 Who made the world like a wilderness 
And overthrew its cities, who did not allow 

his prisoners to go home?’ 

• v.19 he was cast out of his tomb 

• vs.24-25 he will be overcome at Jesus' return 

vs.24-25 24 The Lord of hosts has sworn saying, 

“Surely, just as I have intended so it has 

happened, and just as I have planned so it 

will stand, 25 to break Assyria in My land, and 

I will trample him on My mountains. 

Then his yoke will be removed from them 

and his burden removed from their shoulder. 
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Read it again. 

Now, look again at v. 25.  What yoke?  What burden? 
The covenant Israel had just confirmed with him 
kicking off the Tribulation (Daniel 9:27).  Also read all 
of Isaiah 28:14-22.  Here's pieces: 

Isaiah 28:15 15 Because you have said, “We have 

made a covenant with death, and with Sheol we 

have made a pact. The overwhelming scourge 

will not reach us when it passes by, for we 

have made falsehood our refuge and we have 

concealed ourselves with deception.” 

Isaiah 28:18 18 “Your covenant with death will 

be canceled, and your pact with Sheol will not 

stand; when the overwhelming scourge passes 

through, then you become its trampling place. 

Isaiah 28:21 21 For the Lord will rise up 

as at Mount Perazim, He will be stirred up as 

in the valley of Gibeon, to do His task, His 

unusual task, and to work His work, His 

extraordinary work. 

Your commentaries might call the star of the morning 
Satan, but the Bible calls him Asshur/the Assyrian.  
a/k/a Antichrist.  (See Peter Goodgame’s book The 
Second Coming of the Antichrist.) 
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In Closing 

Finally, the specifics of how this will all play out, I 
don’t even claim to know.  First of all, it’s possible he 
could be ‘introduced’ by demonic deception as an alien 
come to save/unite the world.    

Secondly, he could be ‘introduced’ by demonic 
deception posing as his wife/mother Semiramis, 
queen of heaven, who’s been part of every false 
religion from that time until today.  As a result, she 
could easily unite the world religiously.  Some of her 
names include Ashtaroth, Ishtar, Venus, Diana and 
even the Roman Catholic ‘Mary.’  She’s part of the 
Hindu religion and Islam too.  So she could say, 
“Here’s my son, come to save the world.  Worship 
him.”  Remember, Satan’s a counterfeiter so this 
would be right up his alley. 

In conclusion, I’ll remind you that this is just my 
thoughts; I don’t claim any special insight or 
understanding into America’s role in the end times.  I 
just wanted you to see a different scenario than what’s 
floating around the internet today. 

www.churchageisdifferent.com 
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CHAPTER 26 

NO CONTRADICTIONS 

I believe proving the Bible fits together without 
contradiction is like having the edge pieces together 
on a puzzle before you work the middle.  These edge 
pieces hold the inside pieces together and provide a 
framework in which they must all fit.  My goal is to 
show you how and why that edge-piece framework is 
eternal security. 

Let’s begin. 

Eternal security (ES) has been a highly-debated topic 
amongst believers for years.  One side says we’re 
eternally secure and here’s all the verses that prove it.  
The other side says we’re not eternally secure and 
here’s all the verses that prove it.  Instead of calling 
those differences ‘contradictions’ – which, of course, 
the Bible cannot have -- each side ‘writes off’ or 
‘explains away’ the other side’s proof verses.   “Oh, it 
says that, but what it really means is this…”  
Believers:  this can’t be right!  What if ALL those 
verses were true and meant exactly what they said?  Is 
that possible?  

YES! 

One reason:  the uniqueness of the Holy Spirit’s 
role and/or function during the Church Age.  
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In a nutshell, He indwells every CA believer, from  
Acts 26:16 when the Church began until the Rapture 
when the Church leaves.  He is our guarantee, our 
down payment, our security until we’re given our 
glorified eternal bodies and no longer need that 
earnest deposit.  We’re secure due to His INTERNAL 
action on our behalf.  Praise God! 

This means that CA believers have eternal security, 
and, therefore, ES verses (and the books they’re found 
in) are written to us doctrinally.  Verses showing there 
is no ES (and the books they’re found in) are NOT 
written to us doctrinally.  They apply outside of the 
CA. 

So I guess a better way of stating it is it isn’t an 
argument of whether or not ES exists; it’s 
understanding WHEN it exists and WHY. 

[In an effort to keep this note short, I’m just giving 
you the overview.  I’ve left out the supporting verses, 
examples, and details.  Those can all be found on 
churchageisdifferent.com.  Please check it out.] 

With the edge pieces in place regarding this extremely 
important difference between the CA and all other 
time, let’s continue on to the middle pieces. 

A KEY passage necessary to rightly dividing the Bible 
– therefore preventing contradictions -- is the 
prophecy found in Daniel 9:24-27.  It’s like the main 
picture in our puzzle.  Once that’s put together, we can 
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then begin filling in all the smaller, background 
pieces. 

I cannot stress enough the significance of this amazing 
prophecy.  Though I go into the specific details about 
it in my free book on churchageisdifferent.com, I’ll 
give you the high points here. 

Daniel 9:24-27 is a prophecy concerning the Jews as 
stated right off the bat in verse 24.  It is not to the 
Church nor is it in the Church Age.  The Jews are the 
people group God is dealing with at that time, and for 
the entire duration of that prophecy.  There can 
be no sharing of God’s focus between the Jews and 
the Church.  (Two entirely different programs that 
must exist independently of each other.)  

Prophecy Details 

This prophecy tells the Jews they have a 490-year 
waiting period before their kingdom can arrive.  483 
years into that 490-year prophecy – just seven years 
shy of its fulfillment -- Jesus rode into Jerusalem 
offering himself to the Jews as the king of their soon-
to-follow kingdom.  When they rejected Jesus’ offer to 
be their king, they caused that ‘soon-to-follow’ 
kingdom to now be put off until after the Church Age 
wherein the Church is God’s special people group and 
the Jews are temporarily set aside. 
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Now let’s stop for a minute and see what we have so 
far.  We Church Age believers are eternally secure due 
to the Holy Spirit’s unique role INSIDE us in our 
time, and our time alone.  When our time is up, 
God picks right back up where He left off with the 
Jews and the final seven years of their prophecy.  We 
call that time the tribulation.  For the Jews, it’s 
Daniel’s 70th Week.  That tribulation period is outside 
of the Church Age; therefore, there is no ES then.  
Since the Church isn’t around any longer, that fits 
perfectly.  No contradiction. 

With that framework and main picture in place, let’s 
see how some background pieces fit in. 

Here’s a few from Revelation. 
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CHAPTER 27 

ROMANS 

There is no honest way to open up this 
discussion without first stating the obvious:  
Romans is a hard book.  We love to pull out 
verses such as the ‘Romans Road,’ but seldom 

dig down much deeper. 

Here’s my attempt.   

Chapter 1 

Just some introductory stuff here. 

• Paul declares his unique role of bringing the 
Gospel of God to the Gentiles, which is us. 
But at times he'll go into pre- and post-Church 
times in order to make comparisons to us. 

• Notice the gospel is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes in v.16. 

We’ll look at that later.  
• In the rest of chapter 1, he goes back in time 

to ‘since creation.’ 

Chapter 2 

Paul begins chapter 2 by connecting the then-

current Roman unbelievers back to the 
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unbelievers in chapter 1.   He tells them (v.5) 
that they are guilty of the same and will 
experience God’s coming wrath/judgment.  Pay 
special attention to the basis of that judgment. 

Romans 2:4-16 4 Or do you think lightly of the 

riches of His kindness and tolerance and  

patience, not knowing that the kindness of God 

leads you to repentance? 5 But because of your 

stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are 

storing up wrath for yourself in the day of 

wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment 

of God, 6 who will render to each person  

according to his deeds:  

7 to those who by perseverance in doing good 

seek for glory and honor and immortality,  

eternal life; 8 but to those who are selfishly 

ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey 

unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. 9 There 

will be tribulation and distress for every 

soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first 

and also of the Greek, 10 but glory and honor 

and peace to everyone who does good, to the 

Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there 

is no partiality with God. 

13 for it is not the hearers of the Law who  

are just before God, but the doers of the 

Law will be justified.  

HUGE passage clarifying: 

o this is NOT a Church Age believer 
judgment. 
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o judgment according to actions. 
o judgment of Jews and Gentiles 

separately. 

This topic is addressed all over this site, so I’ll 
move on. 

Chapter 3 

Chapter 3:21 moves back to current day.  

Romans 3:21-31 21 But now apart from the Law  

the righteousness of God has been manifested, 

being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,  
22 even the  righteousness of God through  

faith in Jesus Christ for all those who 

believe; for there is no distinction; 23 for 

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God, 24 being justified as a gift by His grace 

through the redemption which is in Christ 

Jesus; 25 whom God displayed publicly as a  

propitiation in His blood through faith. This 

was to demonstrate His righteousness, because 

in the forbearance of God He passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 for the 

demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at 

the present time, so that He would be just and 

the justifier of the one who has faith in 

Jesus. 

28 For we maintain that a man is justified by 

faith apart from works of the Law. 29 Or is 

God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of 

Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since 

indeed God who will justify the circumcised  
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by faith and the uncircumcised through faith  

is one. 31 Do we then nullify the Law through 

faith? May it never be! On the contrary, 

we establish the Law. 

Since Chapter 3 is clarified by Chapter 4, let’s 
go to 4 first. 

Chapter 4 

Romans 4 1What then shall we say that Abraham, our 

forefather according to the flesh, has found? 2 For if 

Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 

boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the 

Scripture say? “ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED 

TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 4 Now to the one who works, his 

wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due. 5 But to 

the one who does not work, but believes in Him who 

justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as 

righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing 

on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from 

works: 

7 “BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN 

FORGIVEN, 

AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN COVERED. 

8 “BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO 

ACCOUNT.” 

9 Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the 

uncircumcised also? For we say, “FAITH WAS CREDITED TO 

ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.”10 How then was it credited? 
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While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not 

while circumcised, but while uncircumcised;11 and 

he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 

righteousness of the faith which he had while 

uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who 

believe without being circumcised, that righteousness 

might be credited to them, 12 and the father of 

circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, 

but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our 

father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised. 

13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that 

he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, 

but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those 

who are of the Law are heirs, faith is made void and the 

promise is nullified; 15 for the Law brings about wrath, 

but where there is no law, there also is no violation. 

16 For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in 
accordance with grace, so that the promise will be 
guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who 
are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith 

of Abraham, who is the father of us all,17 (as it is written, 
“A FATHER OF MANY NATIONS HAVE I MADE YOU”) in the presence 

of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to 
the dead and calls into being that which does not exist. 

18-25 

18 In hope against hope he believed, so that he 

might become a father of many nations 

according to that which had been spoken, “So 

shall your descendants be.”  
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19 Without becoming weak in faith he 

contemplated his own body, now as good as dead 

since he was about a hundred years old, and  

the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 20 yet, with 

respect to the promise of God, he did not 

waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith,  

giving glory to God, 21 and being fully assured 

that what God had promised, He was able also 

to perform. 22 Therefore it was also credited 

to him as righteousness. 23 Now not for his 

sake only was it written that it was credited 

to him, 24 but for our sake also, to whom it 

will be credited, as those who believe in Him 

who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,  
25 He who was delivered over because of our 

transgressions, and was raised because of our 

justification. 

Super deep stuff.  I’ll try. 

Clearly, Abraham had faith.  Faith in what?  
What was he trusting in?  He believed God  
when God said He would do what was 
impossible to do humanly speaking.  He trusted 
God.  God then credited that to him as 
righteousness.  Righteousness of faith v. 13, 
NOT the righteousness of God given to us when 
we believe in Jesus’ death, burial, and 
resurrection. 

I know we like to claim Romans 4:5 as ours, 
but Paul’s still talking about Abraham here.  
He’s simply restating what he just said in the prior verses 

about no works being involved.  Look again. 



112 
 

Romans 4:1-5 

1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our 

forefather according to the flesh, has found?  
2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 

something to boast about, but not before God.  
3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham 

believed God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his 

wage is not credited as a favor, but as what 

is due. 5 But to the one who does not work, 

but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, 

his faith is credited as righteousness, 

God justified Abraham without works.   He 
simply trusted/believed/had faith that God 
would do as He said. 

All of this while uncircumcised. 

Now scroll back up to Romans 4:10-12. 

Whoa.    

Why was righteousness was credited to 
Abraham before he was circumcised?  Due to 
his faith in God/belief that God would do 
what He said He would do.     

• V.18 in hope against hope he believed. 

• V.19 without becoming weak in faith. 
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• Vs.20-21 20 yet, with respect to 
the promise of God, he did not waver in 
unbelief but grew strong in faith,giving 
glory to God, 21 and being fully assured 
that what God had promised, He was 
able also to perform. 

Don't skim over these verses -- they're key! 

Next, vs.13-17 detail who the descendants are 
of God’s promise to Abraham of being heirs of 
the world. 

An interesting part we tend to overlook is back 
in verses 11 and 12 relating to us.  Read it 

again from above. Righteousness was credited 
to Abraham pre-circumcision so righteousness 
might be credited to us who follow in his steps 
of faith.  

Which connects forward to verses 23-24.   

23 Now not for his sake only was it written 

that it was credited to him, 24 but for our 

sake also, to whom it will be credited, as 

those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our 

Lord from the dead,  

Similar to Abraham having faith credited to him due to 

his belief that even though his body was as good as dead, 

GOD would allow him to be a dad; we also are credited as 

righteous when we believe GOD that HE raised Jesus 

from the dead.   
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Faith in what? 

So to summarize the chapter, I’d like to remind 
you, again, to consider WHAT Abraham 
believed God about.  God did not tell Abraham 
to believe in the death, burial, and resurrection 
of Jesus.  But rather, to believe GOD, that He 

would somehow allow him to father at least a 
son so he could therefore be the father of 
many nations.  That’s it. 

I know.  We look to Romans and say, “See!  
Abraham was justified by faith so salvation by 
grace through faith believing in Jesus’ death, 

burial, and resurrection is true for all people of 
all times!”  That’s not what Romans 4 is 
saying.  You just read it. 

Yes, our connection to Abraham is by faith in 
the power of God as mentioned above.  But 
we’re different in that our faith in God is that 

by His power He raised Jesus from the dead.  
(1 Corinthians 15:1-4) 

Notice just a few references to the power of 
God here. 

• Romans 1:16 16 For I am not ashamed of the 

gospel, for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes, to 

the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
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• 1 Corinthians 1:18,24 18 For the word of 

the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved 

it is the power of God….  24 but to those 

who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 

• 1 Corinthians 2:4-5 4 and my message and 

my preaching were not in persuasive words 

of wisdom, but in demonstration of the 

Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith 

would not rest on the wisdom of men, but 

on the power of God. 

• 1 Corinthians 6:14 14 Now God has not 

only raised the Lord, but will also raise 

us up through His power. 

• 2 Corinthians 13:4 4 For indeed He was  

crucified because of weakness, yet He 

lives because of the power of God. For we 

also are weak in Him, yet we will live 

with Him because of the power of God  

directed toward you. 

And my favorite...  

• Beautiful, beautiful.  Ephesians 1:18-20  
18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may 

be enlightened, so that you will know 

what is the hope of His calling, what 

are the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is 

the surpassing greatness of His power 

toward us who believe. These are in 

accordance with the working of 

the strength of His might 20 which He 

brought about in Christ, when He raised 

Him from the dead and seated Him at His 

right hand in the heavenly places, 
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Never disregard or take lightly the power of 
God.  We can see in these few passages just 
what it means to us.  (Want to grow in 
understanding and gratitude?  Read 
Ephesians!) 

Now you can go back and re-read chapter 3. 

Better yet, I’ll just show it again. 

Romans 3:21-26 21 But now apart from the Law  

the righteousness of God has been manifested, 

being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 
22 even the righteousness of God through faith  

in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; 

for there is no distinction; 23 for all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
24 being justified as a gift by His grace 

through the redemption which is in Christ 

Jesus; 25 whom God displayed publicly as a  

propitiation in His blood through faith. This 

was to demonstrate His righteousness, because 

in the forbearance of God He passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 for the 

demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at 

the present time, so that He would be just and 

the justifier of the one who has faith in 

Jesus. 

…the righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ for all those who believe… 
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…being justified as a gift by His grace 
through the redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus… 

…so that He would be just and the justifier 
of the one who has faith in Jesus… 

God justifies us with His righteousness as a 

gift when we have faith in Jesus. 

 

Chapter 5 

Vs.1-2 connect back to chapter 4. 

Romans 5:1-2 1Therefore, having been justified 

by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we 

have obtained our introduction by faith into 

this grace in which we stand; and we exult in 

hope of the glory of God. 

We’re justified by believing God that Jesus died 
for our sins and that He, God, raised Him from 
the dead.  Jesus connects us back to the 
Father. 

Read Romans 5:9-11.  Beautiful! 
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Vs.14-21 Paul’s comparing now to back in time 
between Adam and Moses.  Again, we’re 
declared righteous/justified through the gift of 
Jesus’ righteousness being applied to our 
account.  

Chapter 9 

Romans 9:30-32 30 What shall we say then? That 

Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, 

attained righteousness, even the righteousness 

which is by faith; 31 but Israel, pursuing a law 

of righteousness, did not arrive at that law.  
32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, 

but as though it were by works. 

The Jews were misunderstanding God’s 
purpose behind the Law.  Or maybe they 
understood it but chose to ignore it. Outward 
obedience to the letter of the law without it 
having any effect on their thought processes, 
motives, or desires is not what God wanted 
from them.  I believe God wanted them to first 

of all, love the Lord their God with all their 
heart, soul, mind and strength.  And then 
secondly, love their neighbor as themselves.  
With this MINDSET, they were to willingly and 
gladly obey the rest of the Law.  “Obey Me out 
of love.”  Didn’t happen.  

Read Deuteronomy 26:16-19, Isaiah 48 and 58 
and so many others.  
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Chapter 10 

Romans 10.  Please open your Bible.   

Chapters 12-15:13 

The CA believer’s guide to what our lives 
should look like! 

So that’s it for Romans.  But it would be crazy 
to talk about OT faith without mentioning 
Hebrews 11, wouldn't it?  Later, you might 
want to read The New Covenant for a deeper 

study, but for now, I’ll include the section I’m 
referring to below.  I’ve replaced the original 
bolding with how it connects back to what we 
just learned in Romans. 

Here's the excerpt:  

Now I’m going to step out there and offer you a 
slightly different take on Hebrews 11.  I think you 
need to go back to 10:36 to get the correct context. 
 Though we Church Age believers like to say 
chapter 11 is all about OT believers who ‘looked 
forward to the cross’ and ‘had faith in Jesus’ 
death, burial, and resurrection,’ I believe that is 
wrong.  Verses 37 through chapter 11 are using prior 
examples of faithfulness defined by those who didn’t 
shrink back; who believed God, had faith in what He 
said and acted accordingly.  
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And you can forget all the confusion on Chapter 12:1-3: 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud 
of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and 
the sin that so easily entangles.  And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes 
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.  For the joy 
set before him he endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from 
sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

It’s the final tying together of this section.  The 
cloud of witnesses is the prior faithful Jews.  
The soon-to-be Tribulation Jews are to look 
back at the just-listed prior faithful Jews and 
with that encouragement, ‘throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles,’ etc., so they don’t lose heart and 
give up!  

Same faith? 

Tribulation believers will be required to have 
this same faith!  

And here we are reading into the text what we 
think faith means.  Why?  So we can apply our 

Church Age truth to all people.   Are you willing 
to stop doing this and start believing what the 

Bible SAYS?  
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Now read Hebrews 11.  You’ll see the faith the 
author of Hebrews was praising was faith in 
God!  Most often demonstrated by their 
actions, their obedience, their… 

Check out the next section.  Remember, some 
of these are Jews under the Law, some are 

not.  Read the whole chapter yourself. 

Hebrews 11 sample verses.  

1Now faith is the assurance of things  

hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen. 2 For by it the men of old gained 

approval. 

[Read 1 and 2 again and again and again until 
you've let go of your commentary-taught belief 
that ‘faith alone in Christ alone’ is implied here 
and JUST READ WHAT IT SAYS.  And I’m not 
belittling ‘faith alone in Christ alone.’  I’m 

simply saying that's not what's written here.] 

4 By faith Abel offered to God a better 

sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained 

the testimony that he was righteous, God 

testifying about his gifts, and through faith, 

though he is dead, he still speaks.  

5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would 

not see death; and he was not found because 

God took him up; for he obtained the witness 
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that before his being taken up he was pleasing 

to God.  

6 And without faith it is impossible to please  

Him, for he who comes to God must believe that 

He is and that He is a rewarder of those who 

seek Him.  

7 By faith Noah, being warned by God about  

things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an 

ark for the salvation of his household, by 

which he condemned the world, and became an 

heir of the righteousness which is according 

to faith. 

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed   

by going out to a place which he was to  

receive for an inheritance; and he went out,  

not knowing where he was going.  

11 By faith even Sarah herself received ability 

to conceive, even beyond the proper time of 

life, since she considered Him faithful who 

had promised.  

39 And all these, having gained approval through 

their faith... 

Faith in God’s power, God’s promises, God’s 
provision:  God will do what He said He will 
do.  

Are you seeing it now? 
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If not, open up a Word document and fill in the 
verses like this: 

Vs.4 written out 

Vs.1&2, 6, 39 all written out 

Vs.5 written out 

Vs.1&2, 6, 39 all written out 

Vs.7 same -- you get the picture. 

Vs.1&2, 6, 39 

Vs.8 

Vs.1&2, 6, 39 

Vs.11 

Vs.1&2, 6, 39 

That should make it abundantly clear what’s 
going on here. 

1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 

for, the conviction of things not seen.2 For by 

it the men of old gained approval. 

6 And without faith it is impossible to please  

Him, for he who comes to God must believe that 

He is and that He is a rewarder of those who 

seek Him... 
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39 And all these, having gained approval through 

their faith... 

Question from Romans:  Faith in what? 

Answer from Romans (when talking outside 

the Church Age):  Faith in God, trusting that 

He's a promise-keeping God who would do 

whatever He said He would do.  Therefore... 

• ... if He said do something, DO it.   

• ... if He said believe something, 

BELIEVE it.   

• ... if He said go somewhere, GO there.   

Please read one more time Romans 4:20. 

Romans 4:20 yet, with respect to the 

promise of God, he [Abraham] did not 

waver in unbelief but grew strong in 

faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being 

fully assured that what God had 

promised, He was able also to 

perform. 22 Therefore it was also 

credited to him as righteousness.  
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THIS is what put OT ‘believers’ into 

Abraham’s bosom!  NOT ‘looking forward to the 
cross.’ 

Then, praise God, Jesus sealed the deal and 
brought them out, up to heaven! 
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CHAPTER 28 

THE GREAT APOSTASY 

Let’s look into Paul's letters to the Thessalonian 
believers and see if we can get a clear understanding 
of who commits the great apostasy, when, and what it 
actually is.  Or my opinion, at least!   

Paul had spent at least three weeks with the 
Thessalonian believers, teaching them many things.  
Later, after having been gone for a while, he sent 
Timothy back to check on them, see how they were 
doing (1 Thess. 3).  He was pleased with what he had 
heard and wanted to write them (thus, 1 Thess.) to 
show that approval and to, as always, encourage 
them.  We can see throughout the book that a 
recurring subject was how to walk the Christian walk.  
Chapter 4:1-12 is a prime example of that. 

1 Thess. 4:13-18 was written to clear up any confusion 
about the dead in Christ (CA Rapture).  How do we 
know it’s about the Rapture and not the Return?  
Remember that Paul is the apostle to the Church.  
When he writes and signs his name to a book, it’s to us 
and about us.  IF he’s going to go outside our Church 
Age, which is rare, he’ll let us know.  And so far, he 
hasn’t done that in this letter. 

1 Thess. 5:1 Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren,  
you have no need of anything to be written to you. 2 For you 
yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will 
come just like a thief in the night. 
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Okay.  Do you see it?  He just did it!  Chapter 5 v.1 
Paul opens that door to a non-Church Age 
discussion.  Now as to the times and epochs.  (The 
only other place I’ve seen him do this so far in my 
studies is in Romans.) 

Paul’s now moving on to rehash what they’d already 
been taught about ‘times and epochs.’  In other words, 
he’ll be in and out of their/our ‘time’ or current 
Church Age and the age that follows, which is the 
final seven years of Daniel’s 70 Weeks, or simply the 
‘Tribulation.’  

We know he’s already explained this stuff to them due 
to the underlining in v.1-2. 

This, first of all, tells us that he’s going outside the CA 
when talking about the Day of the Lord.  In Days of 
Noah II, I explain two things that need to be 
mentioned here before we can go further. 

First is the Day of the Lord ‘definition.’ 

Day of the Lord is still somewhat of a mystery to me.  
It’s typically mentioned in the OT as ‘in that day’ and 
yet sometimes ‘in that day’ simply means a then-
current event like Leviticus 7:35 and Numbers 32:10.  
The vast majority of the time, though, it’s that dreaded 
future period of great darkness that the Jews were told 
must occur before their Kingdom can begin. 
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Even then, it seems to me that it’s two things.  It’s, I 
believe, the Time of Jacob’s Trouble, which is the 
second half of the seven-year Tribulation.  (Many 
believe ‘the Day of the Lord’ is the entire Tribulation.)  
And the second future thing it is is a specific day 
within that ‘day,’ meaning, the actual date of the 
Lord’s physical return.  Some examples for that could 
be Joel 2:31; Zephaniah 1:14; Acts 2:20; 1 Thess. 5:2.  

And second is why I think the Day of the Lord ‘window 
of time’ begins at the midpoint of the Tribulation 
instead of at the beginning.  

2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 Now we request you, brethren, with 
regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our  
gathering together to Him, 2 that you not be quickly shaken 
from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a  
message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of 
the Lord has come. 3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it  
will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and 
the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above  
every so-called god or object of worship, so that he 
takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself 
as being God. 

The Antichrist, or man of lawlessness, takes his seat in 
the temple of God at the midpoint of the Tribulation 
(Daniel 9:27, 12:11, Matthew 24:15, Mark 13:14).  Per 2 
Thessalonians 2:2-4 cited above, the Day of the Lord 
won’t come until then. 

 [Just as an aside, Satan is a mimicker.  Here's an 

example.  Jesus begins His ministry at His baptism, 
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confirmed by the Holy Spirit and by the Father.  But it 

wasn't until 3 1/2 years later at the Triumphal Entry 

that He proclaimed Himself as Messiah.  The 

Antichrist confirms the covenant of Daniel 9:27 at the 

start of the seven-year Tribulation, but doesn't 

proclaim himself as God until its midpoint 3 1/2 years 

later at the Abomination of Desolation.] 

(We’ll get into the topic of the apostasy when we get to 
chapter 2.  For now, I’m just giving you when the Day 
of the Lord starts.) 

So now look at v.2 again along with 3. 

2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the 

Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 3 While they are 
saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon  
them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, 
and they will not escape. 

I think Paul’s addressing this subject simply because 
they were confused/concerned.  In v.3 he states what’s 
going to happen to ‘them,’ unbelievers in their time 
or epoch, the Tribulation. 

 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would 
overtake you like a thief; 5 for you are all sons of light and sons 
of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; 

Contrasted with... 
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And in v.4 & 5 he comforts his audience by showing 
how different ‘we/you’ are (the believers) in our 
time.  So you can see he’s moved back to the CA. 

6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and  
sober. 7 For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and 
those who get drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we are of  
the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. 9 For God has 
not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we 
are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.  
11 Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, 
just as you also are doing. 

V.6-11 are still in our CA, but he’s segued back to the 
believer’s walk. 

https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/segue 

A segue is a smooth transition. When you segue in 

conversation, you change the topic so smoothly that people 

might not even notice. A good speaker knows how to segue: 

they can get from one topic to another so easily that you 

hardly notice the topic changed. 

V.12-28 continue in that same theme. 

Paul’s second letter seems to be written to: 
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• encourage the Thessalonian believers while 
under persecution 

• clear up – again – Day of the Lord concerns 

• discuss miscellaneous facets of the Christian 
walk 

2 Thess. 1 is clearly about the first subject.  The early 
Church endured great suffering.  Paul wanted them to 
know that God’s judgment on those causing their pain 
will come v.6-10.  The chapter ends back with the 
current age Christian walk v.11-12. 

2 Thess. 2 

Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, 2 that 
you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be 
disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from 
us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 

 Our gathering to Him is CA Rapture.  They thought – 
probably due to the level of persecution they were 
enduring -- that the Day of the Lord had come. 

3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless 
the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is 
revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts 
himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that 
he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as 
being God.  
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The Day of the Lord can’t come until two things 
happen.  1) the apostasy and 2) the Antichrist’s 
revealing by seating himself in the temple -- in that 
order.  I believe both of these events are outside the 
CA. 

We already looked at #2 above so let’s dig into the 
apostasy.  I think timeline wise it would look like this: 

  
Back to our verses in 2 Thess. 2. 

 5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was 
telling you these things? 

Again, all stuff they’d already been taught. 

6 And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he 
will be revealed. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at 
work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out 
of the way. 8 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the 
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Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an 
end by the appearance of His coming; 9 that is, the one whose  
coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power 
and signs and false wonders,  

10 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who 
perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as 
to be saved. 11 For this reason God will send upon them a  
deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, 12 in 
order that they all may be judged who did not believe the 
truth, but took pleasure in wickedness. 

Paul just summed up the entire time frame. 

He takes it from the beginning with the Holy Spirit 
needing to be removed first (v.6-7) and goes (in v.8) 
straight to the end, the Antichrist’s destruction.  He 
backs up in v.9-12 and gives details from within that 
time period. (Those details can be found 
in Everybody’s Busy.) 

The Thessalonian believers could not be in the 
Tribulation and/or the Day of the Lord because the 
Rapture hadn’t happened yet.  The Holy Spirit has to 
be removed from His current role indwelling the 
Church* before the apostasy, followed by the 
revealing, can occur.  

(*Which means the Church has to go, too, because the 
Holy Spirit’s guaranteed/sealed within us until the 
Rapture when we’ll no longer need His ‘deposit’ 
because we’re given our glorified bodies at that time.  
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He’ll then be free to move about as He did before our 
time.) 

V.13-17 pull back out of the whole topic to, once again, 
end with the CA believer’s walk.  Same way with 
chapter 3. 

The Great Apostasy 

Now for why I believe the apostasy referenced above is 
the Daniel 9:27 confirming of the covenant and not 
the Church ‘falling away.’ 

My understanding is this.  The Jews abandoned the 
Lord and His statutes (committed apostasy) often 
throughout their history.  They, in turn, suffered the 
just consequences of those actions.  Their greatest 
‘abandonments’ in my opinion were related to trusting 
idols (false gods) and/or other nations to save 
them.  Once Israel was divided, the northern 10 tribes 
(Israel), committed apostasy when they trusted in 
Assyria to save them instead of the Lord.  Later Judah, 
the southern 2 tribes, trusted in Babylon and Egypt to 
save them, again, instead of the Lord.  After Judah’s 
return from captivity when Israel was once again 
united, Jesus arrives on scene.  Do they finally trust 
the God-sent Savior?  No.  They reject Him.  And 
Jesus, knowing the future, tells them that they will 
later accept a counterfeit savior in His place. 
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John 5:43  43 I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not 
receive Me; if another comes in his own name, you will receive 
him. 

Their final apostasy will be when this occurs. 

Daniel 9:27 shows us that Israel will trust the 
Antichrist and confirm a/the covenant with him to 
protect them.  This event, we know, kicks off the 
Tribulation period. 

And just as the above examples were of Israel relying 
on someone besides the Lord to save them militarily, 
so too will their final apostasy be.  Israel will be in a 
desperate quandary after the Rapture and will 
seek ‘salvation’ from the Antichrist. 

Let’s look at some verses. 

Isaiah 28:14-22 14 Therefore, hear the word of the Lord, 
O scoffers, who rule this people who are in Jerusalem, 
15 Because you have said, “We have made a covenant with 
death, And with Sheol we have made a pact. 
The overwhelming scourge will not reach us when it passes 
by, For we have made falsehood our refuge and we have  
concealed ourselves with deception.”…. 

…18 “Your covenant with death will be canceled, and your 
pact with Sheol will not stand; when the overwhelming 
scourge passes through, then you become its trampling place. 
19 “As often as it passes through, it will seize you; 
For morning after morning it will pass through, anytime  
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during the day or night, and it will be sheer terror to 
understand what it means.” 

20 The bed is too short on which to stretch out, and the blanket 
is too small to wrap oneself in. 21 For the Lord will rise up 
as at Mount Perazim, He will be stirred up as in the valley 
of Gibeon, to do His task, His unusual task, and to work His 
work, His extraordinary work. 22 And now do not carry on 
as scoffers, or your fetters will be made stronger; for I have 
heard from the Lord God of hosts of decisive destruction on all 
the earth. 

This passage tells us a few things.  

• Israel will make a covenant with the Antichrist 
for their refuge and security. 

• The covenant is with death/Sheol. 

• The covenant will NOT protect them. Their 
‘savior’ will trample them. 

Why would Isaiah say they made a covenant with 
death/Sheol?   For starters, read Isaiah 10 and 14.  
You’ll see the pride and haughtiness most believers 
associate with Satan in 14:12-14 matches that of 10:13-
14 -- but it’s not Satan’s.  It’s a man’s pride (14:16)! 

2 Thess. 2:3-4 helps us connect that man to the 
Antichrist! 

3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless 
the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is 
revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts 

himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so 
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that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself 
as being God. 

Then go to My Tribulation Thoughts.  You’ll see why I 
think the Antichrist is who I think he is. 

Isaiah 31:6-8 and 33:1-12 will also help. 

The book of Isaiah, when read properly, will blow your 
mind!  It contains MUCH about the Antichrist and 
end times. 

Okay.  Now that we’ve seen Israel make this terrible 
error and suffer its consequences, let’s look ahead to 
what comes next.  The Jewish Kingdom, or 
Millennium as we call it. 

The OT is just packed full of Kingdom passages.  You 
could write books on the details it’s talked about so 
much.  What an amazing time that will be!    

You read Isaiah 10 earlier.  Now here’s v.20-24 
regarding that time. 

20 Now in that day the remnant of Israel, and those of the house 
of Jacob who have escaped, will never again rely on the one 

who struck them, but will truly rely on the Lord, the Holy 
One of Israel. 21 A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to 
the mighty God. 22 For though your people, O Israel, may be 
like the sand of the sea, Only a remnant within them will 
return; A destruction is determined, overflowing with 
righteousness. 23 For a complete destruction, one that is 
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decreed, the Lord God of hosts will execute in the midst of the 
whole land. 24 Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts, “O 
My people who dwell in Zion, do not fear the Assyrian who  

strikes you with the rod and lifts up his staff against you, the 
way Egypt did. 

The remnant returns to the Lord and enters the 
Kingdom, never more to rely on anyone or anything 
besides the Lord! 

Hosea 14:1-8, same idea:  no more apostasy! 

Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, 
For you have stumbled because of your iniquity. 
2 Take words with you and return to the Lord. 
Say to Him, “Take away all iniquity 
And receive us graciously, 
That we may present the fruit of our lips. 
3 “Assyria will not save us, 
We will not ride on horses; 
Nor will we say again, ‘Our god,’ 
To the work of our hands; 
For in You the orphan finds mercy.” 

4 I will heal their apostasy, 
I will love them freely, 
For My anger has turned away from them…. 
8 O Ephraim, what more have I to do with idols? 

It is I who answer and look after you. 
I am like a luxuriant cypress; 
From Me comes your fruit. 
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Isaiah 54:10 10 “For the mountains may be removed and the 
hills may shake, but My lovingkindness will not be removed 
from you, and My covenant of peace will not be shaken,” 
says the Lord who has compassion on you. 

In Conclusion 

So even though Paul’s in and out of both ages, I 
believe he’s referring to the Jewish apostasy that will 
occur after the CA ends, but prior to the start of the 
Day of the Lord.  

Could the great apostasy, instead, be the ‘falling away’ 
of the Church?  I don’t think so.  Check out 1 Peter for 
'falling away' passages that we wrongly attribute to us. 
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CHAPTER 29 

THE SEVEN LETTERS 

If you have not yet read Synoptic Gospels on 
this site, please do so before reading this 
article.  It will make more sense if you do! 

Now that you have a clearer understanding 
that … 

• the Tribulation is the last seven years until 
the promised kingdom arrives 

• it is the time where the Jews must obey 
Jesus’ commands found in the Synoptic 

Gospels in order to enter that kingdom 
• the Church has no part in the Tribulation 

…I want you to look at the seven letters found 
in Revelation 2 and 3 with those things in 
mind. 

I’m going to bold all the terms/phrases that I 
found that directly relate to preparing for 
entrance into the kingdom.  

Revelation 2 (NASB) 
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Message to Ephesus 

2 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who 
holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who 
walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this: 

2 ‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and 
that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those 
who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found 
them to be false;3 and you have perseverance and 
have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown 
weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you have left your 
first love. 

5 Therefore remember from where you have fallen, 
and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am 
coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its 
place—unless you repent.6 Yet this you do have, that you hate 
the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him 
who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in 
the Paradise of God.’ 

Message to Smyrna 

8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and 
the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this: 

9 ‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you 
are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews 
and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear what 
you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some 
of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will 
have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I 
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will give you the crown of life. 11 He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not 
be hurt by the second death.’ 

Message to Pergamum 

12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One 
who has the sharp two-edged sword says this: 

13 ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is; and 
you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith even in 
the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was 
killed among you, where Satan dwells.14 But I have a few things 
against you, because you have there some who hold 
the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things 
sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality. 

15 So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching 
of the Nicolaitans. 16 Therefore repent; or else I am coming to 
you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of 
My mouth. 17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will 
give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white 
stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one 
knows but he who receives it.’ 

Message to Thyatira 

18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of 
God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like 
burnished bronze, says this: 
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19 ‘I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service  
and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater 
than at first.20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate the 
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches 
and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts 
of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave her 
time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her 
immorality. 22 Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and 
those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 
unless they repent of her deeds. 

23 And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the 
churches will know that I am He who searches the minds 
and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according 
to your deeds.24 But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, 
who do not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep 
things of Satan, as they call them—I place no other burden on 
you. 

25 Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come. 26 He 
who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the 
end, to him I will give authority over the nations;27 and he 
shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter 
are broken to pieces, as I also have received authority from My 
Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star. 29 He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 

Message to Sardis 

3 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the 
seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: ‘I know 
your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you 
are dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen the things that 
remain, which were about to die; for I have not found 
your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 
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3 So remember what you have received and heard; and 
keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will 
come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will 
come to you. 4 But you have a few people in Sardis who have 
not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in 
white, for they are worthy. 5 He who overcomes will thus 
be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his 
name from the book of life, and I will confess his name 
before My Father and before His angels. [Luke 12:8] 6 He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’ 

Message to Philadelphia 

7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who 
is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and 
no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens, [Isaiah 
22:22] says this: 

8 ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open 
door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, 
and have kept My word, and have not denied My 
name. 9 Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, 
who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—I will make 
them come and bow down at your feet, and make them know 
that I have loved you. 10 Because you have kept the word 
of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour 
of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the 
whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 

11 I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one 
will take your crown. 12 He who overcomes, I will make him 
a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it 
anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the 
name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes 
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down out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 13 He who 
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 

Message to Laodicea 

14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the 
faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, 
says this:  15 ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor 
hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 16 So because you are 
lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My 
mouth. 17 Because you say, “I am rich, and have become 
wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not know that 
you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and 
naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that 
you may become rich, and white garments so that you 
may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your 
nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint 
your eyes so that you may see. 

19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be 
zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I 
will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. 
[Luke 12:36 parable] 21 He who overcomes, I will grant to him to 
sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat 
down with My Father on His throne. 22 He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’” 

If these are ‘big C’ Church letters, then why all 
that ‘kingdom-prep’ terminology?? 

And why would Jesus be mentioning things 

like: 



146 
 

• 2:5 Therefore remember from where you have fallen, 
and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I 
am coming to you and will remove your  

lampstand out of its place—unless you repent. 
• 2:10 Be faithful until death, and I will give 

you the crown of life.  [James 1:12 promised to 

Tribulation endurers.] 
• 2:16 Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you 

quickly, and I will make war against them 
with the sword of My mouth.  

• 2:22-23 22 Behold, I will throw her on a bed of 

sickness, and those who commit adultery with 
her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her 

deeds. 23 And I will kill her children with  
pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am 
He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will 

give to each one of you according to your deeds.  
(see Revelation 18:8) 

• 3:3 So remember what you have received and heard; 
and keep it, and Therefore if you do not wake 
up, I will come like a thief, and you will not 

know at what hour I will come to you.  
• 3:10-11 10 Because you have kept the word of My  

perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour 
of testing, that hour which is about to come 

upon the whole world, to test those who dwell 
on the earth. 11 I am coming quickly; hold fast 
what you have, so that no one will take your crown.   

…to the ‘big C’ Church when these are all 

Tribulation events that the Church will never 
see? 

And why would Jesus be mentioning things 
like: 
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• Repent!  
• 3:11 I am coming quickly; hold fast what you 

have, so that no one will take your crown. 

• 3:18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by 
fire so that you may become rich, and white 
garments so that you may clothe yourself, 

and that the shame of your nakedness will not 
be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so 

that you may see.  

…when the ‘big C’ Church is already sinless and 
we’ve already received our crowns? 

Notice how each letter ends with He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.  Back in the Synoptic Gospels you see 

this phrase mentioned He who has ears to hear, 

let him hear when Jesus is talking about the 

kingdom -- and nowhere else. 

Look how each letter ends with a verse about 
he who overcomes. 

Read them slowly and carefully. 

• To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree 
of life which is in the Paradise of God. 

• He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second 

death. 
• To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the 

hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and 

a new name written on the stone which no one knows 
but he who receives it. 



148 
 

• He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until 
the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; 
27 and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the 
vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, [Ps. 2:9, 

Rev. 19:15] as I also have received authority from My 
Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star.  

• He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white 

garments; and I will not erase his name from the 
book of life, and I will confess his name before My 

Father and before His angels.  
• He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the 

temple of My God, and he will not go out from it 

anymore; and I will write on him the name of My 
God, and the name of the city of My God, the new 

Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My 
God, and My new name. 

• He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down 
with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat 
down with My Father on His throne. 

Do you still think the generally accepted view 
of these letters by Christians today is right? 

Maybe these overcomers are those who 
obeyed/persevered until the end, meaning 
their death or Jesus’ return, whichever ‘their 

end’ was. 

• Revelation 12:11 And they overcame him because 
of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of 
their testimony, and they did not love their life 
even when faced with death. 

• Revelation 12:17 So the dragon was enraged with the 
woman, and went off to make war with the rest of 
her children, who keep the commandments of God 
and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 

• Revelation 13:10 If anyone is destined for captivity, to 
captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the 
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sword he must be killed. Here is the perseverance and 
the faith of the saints. 

• Revelation 14:12 Here is the perseverance of the saints 
who keep the commandments of God and their faith 
in Jesus. 

• Revelation 16:15 (“Behold,I am coming like a 
thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps 
his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men 
will not see his shame.”) 

And two from the Gospels 

• Matthew 24:10-14 10 At that time many will fall away and 
will betray one another and hate one another. 11 Many false 
prophets will arise and will mislead many. 12 Because 
lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold.  
13 But the one who endures to the end, he will be 
saved. 14 This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the 
whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the 
end will come. 

• Luke 21:34-36 34 “Be on guard, so that your hearts will not 
be weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of life, and that day will not come on you suddenly 
like a trap; 35 for it will come upon all those who dwell on the 
face of all the earth. 36 But keep on the alert at all times, 
praying that you may have strength to escape all 
these things that are about to take place, and to stand 
before the Son of Man.” 

I believe these letters might be exactly what 
they say they are:  letters to seven ‘small c’ 
churches in the Tribulation.  Not to the Church 
or about the Church, past or present.  Certainly 
not future.  

We might not understand all the details.  I’m 

guessing that’s because we’re not there.  
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CHAPTER 30 

WHO’S THE BRIDE? 

[NOTE:  Even though I do not consider this article 

complete, I’ve decided to put it in the book anyway.  

Maybe as time goes on, answers to the questions listed 

at the end will come.  Check back in at the website and 

see if this ‘prelude’ is still there!]   

I’ve made a lot of assumptions when reading the Bible 
over the years.  One of them was assuming we, the 
Church, are the Bride of Christ.   

So now I go to look it up, and it’s not there!  No phrase 
‘Bride of Christ’ in the Bible.  I do realize, though, that 
just because a specific term isn’t found in the Bible 
(I’m thinking of Trinity and Rapture) doesn’t mean it’s 
not a reality.  So let’s do some research into the bride, 
and see what we find. 

Revelation 19:7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give 

the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has 

come and His bride has made herself ready.”  

Revelation 21:9 Then one of the seven angels who 
had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues 

came and spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I will 

show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." 

Now, before we get started, a key point to remember 
in researching words or phrases in the Bible is that 
they can have different meanings in different places. 
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 And, folks, that’s not twisting of Scripture; it’s a fact 
of language. 

• Book a flight.  Read a book. 

• Hold fast.  Run fast.  Fast for a day. 

• Trip on the toy.  Trip to Hawaii. 

• Ink pen.  Pen a note. 

You get the idea. 

So some Biblical examples of that are ‘church’ and 
‘saints’ and ‘Day of the Lord/in that day.’ 

For example, church in Acts 14:23 is a local body of 
believers versus church all over Ephesians and 
Colossians as ‘the Church.’  

Saints (holy ones) in the OT were faithful Jewish 
believers.  In Paul’s epistles, they’re us.  Hebrews 
through Revelation, back to the faithful Jewish 
believers.  The distinction being if the Church is on 
earth, then it’s us.  Otherwise the Jews are God’s 
special people at the forefront of His plan in that time 
period. 

Day of the Lord is still somewhat of a mystery to me.  
It’s typically mentioned in the OT as ‘in that day’ and 
yet sometimes ‘in that day’ simply means a then-
current event like Leviticus 7:35 and Numbers 32:10.  
The vast majority of the time, though, it’s that dreaded 
future period of great darkness that the Jews were told 
must occur before their Kingdom can begin. 
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Even then, it seems to me that it’s two things.  It’s, I 
believe, the Time of Jacob’s Trouble, which is the 
second half of the seven-year Tribulation.  (Many 
believe ‘the Day of the Lord’ is the entire Tribulation.) 
 And the second future thing it is is a specific day 
within that ‘day,’ meaning, the actual date of the 
Lord’s physical return.  Some examples for that could 
be Joel 2:31; Zephaniah 1:14; Acts 2:20; 1 Thess. 5:2.  

This is a perfect reason why we must be careful and 
not be too dogmatic when trying to understand these 
terms.  

So, back to bride.   

I typically use the NASB so that’s where we’ll go for 
this.  I found ‘bride’ 21 times in that version.  Of those 
21 times, I think all of them except a few in Revelation 
mean just that, a bride.  

Revelation 18:23 mentions ‘voice of the (bridegroom 
and) bride.’  This was also a term found in a number of 
the OT bride references meaning gladness and 
rejoicing were occurring.  ‘No’ voice, therefore, 
meaning no gladness nor rejoicing found. 

That leaves four bride references in Revelation. 
 Skipping over 19:7 for a minute, we see 21:2 and 21:9, 
both referring to the New Jerusalem, which makes one 
think the bride is that city coming down from heaven.  
(And FYI, the New Jerusalem comes down during the 
Millennium, not in eternity.)  
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Here’s my concern with that:  How does the Lamb 
marry a city?  

Maybe the answer is this.  

Revelation 21:2 And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,  

made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 

AS a bride.  It’s a simile.    

According to Literarydevices.net, ‘a simile draws 
resemblance with the help of the words “like” or “as”.’ 

John is comparing this city to a bride.  How so? 
Because of its adornment and beauty (Isaiah 49:18; 
61:10).  Read the description of the city in Revelation 
21:11-21. 

Now let’s go back to the bride reference in Revelation 
19:7 that we skipped over.  To keep it in context, we’ll 
add verses 8 and 9.  

Revelation 19:7-9 7 Let us rejoice and be glad 

and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the 
Lamb has come and His bride has made herself 

ready.” 8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine 

linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the  
righteous acts of the saints.  9 Then he *said to me, 

“Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.’” And he *said to me, 

“These are true words of God.” 
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Notice the bride is clothed in fine linen.  And what’s 
that fine linen?  

The righteous acts of the saints. 

Bingo.  The key to the mystery. 

The righteous acts of the saints. 

First of all, this tells me who the bride is NOT. 

She’s NOT a city if she’s clothed in the righteous acts 
of the saints.  She’s NOT a city if there’s a marriage 
supper/ceremony celebrating the marriage. 

And more importantly, the second thing she’s NOT is 
the CHURCH!! 

Look again at vs.7-8. 7 Let us rejoice and be glad 

and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the 

Lamb has come and His bride has made herself 
ready.” 8 It was given to her to clothe herself 

in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is 

the righteous acts of the saints. 

• This bride has made herself ready.  

• This bride was given fine linen to clothe herself. 

• This bride’s clothes are her righteous acts. 
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You want to know the Church’s standing before God?  

Read Romans through Philemon where Paul explains 
every facet of Church doctrine.  

We are the BODY of Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:16; 
3:6; 5:30; Romans 7:4; 12:5; 1 Corinth 10:16; 12:13; 
Colossians 1, etc.) reconciled/made perfect at the cross 
(Romans 8:1; Ephesians 1; 2; Colossians 1:22, etc.). 
Our clothes are Jesus’ righteousness/perfection given 
to us at the moment of salvation, not our acts!!  We 
were already rewarded for our acts/works at the Bema 
Seat before this time in Revelation 19.  

We, the Body of Christ, are not the bride of the Lamb. 

So where do people get that idea? 

Apparently, it’s 2 Corinthians 11:2 and Eph. 5:22-33. 

So take a minute to read these passages for yourself.  
Paul is wanting the Church, the Body of Christ, to be 
pure in actions in submission to Christ our Head and 
Savior who gave Himself up for us, like a bride or a 
wife would/should be. 

Again, I don’t believe those simple comparisons hold 
more weight than the above evidence showing why 
she cannot be us. 

Then, who is the Lamb’s bride of Revelation 19:7? 
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Well, according to 19:8 it looks to me like she’s 
Tribulation saints.   

And before we go deeper into that, remember I 
mentioned earlier that saints in the Tribulation aren’t 
us.  We were raptured prior to the Tribulation.  
Tribulation saints are the faithful Jewish believers of 
that time period. 

Now, if you think about it, Tribulation saints can be 
divided into two groups.  There are (1) the faithful 
Jewish believers that live through the Tribulation and 
there are (2) the faithful Jewish believers that died as 
martyrs during the Tribulation.  Two separate groups, 
I believe possibly with separate futures. 

The group (1) that lives through it are the ones that 
must qualify per the parables of Matthew 25 
(see Kingdom of God ) in order to enter the Kingdom.  
Are they the bride?  

Next group (2) is the martyrs.  Are they the bride? 
 Seems like this is the more likely option. 

Let's dig down. 

In order to go deeper into this subject, we’ll first need 
to clarify whether passages like the parables in 
Matthew 22:4 (‘Behold, I have prepared my dinner’), 
25:10 (wedding feast in NASB and marriage in KJV), 
Luke 12:36 (wedding feast in NASB and wedding in 
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KJV) are talking about the marriage ceremony itself or 
if they talking of the wedding feast that follows.  

We know the timing of these relate to Revelation 19:9, 
which says the marriage supper of the Lamb.  Per the 
concordance, it’s the meal.  So it’s the wedding feast, 
not the wedding itself they’re talking about which 
means the marriage must have happened in heaven 
before the Second Coming.  (If you think about it, that 
would exclude the possibility that the living Jews are 
the bride!) What’s the exact timing of the marriage 
ceremony in heaven?  I don’t know, but it would have 
to be after the last Jewish martyr had died and yet 
prior to the Second Coming. 

Who's the Bride? 

So with that clarified, let’s now go back to determining 
who’s the bride.   And remember we’re limiting it to 
Jews because Revelation 19:8 calls them saints.  Could 
1) the currently-in-heaven Jewish OT saints, 2) the 
Jewish Tribulation martyrs, and 3) the Jewish 
Tribulation survivors all be part of the same future 
group, have the same destiny?   

I don’t think so because Groups 1 & 2 have already 
been accepted into heaven and have been given white 
robes.  Like we said earlier, Group 3 has to go through 
the Second Coming judgment (Matthew 25) to see if 
they will be allowed into the earthly kingdom.  
Another way to look at it is per Matthew 25:10 the 
Jewish Tribulation survivors are trying to get into the 
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wedding feast when Jesus returns to earth.  A bride 
doesn’t have to be concerned with that.  She’s the 
bride!  She’s already there! 

So the bride cannot be the living Jews entering the 
kingdom in mortal bodies which leaves the bride to be 
either Group 1, Group 2, or a combination of 1 & 2.     

I think she’s both 1 & 2. 

Speaking of OT saints:  

Hebrews 11:39-40 39 And all these, having gained 

approval through their faith, did not receive what 
was promised, 40 because God had provided 

something better for us, so that apart from us they 

would not be made perfect. 

Speaking of Jewish Tribulation martyrs: 

Revelation 6:9-11 9 When the Lamb broke the fifth 

seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those 
who had been slain because of the word of God, and 

because of the testimony which they had maintained;  
10 and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How 

long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from  
judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on 

the earth?” 11 And there was given to each of them 

a white robe; and they were told that they should  
rest for a little while longer, until the number 

of their fellow servants and their brethren who 
were to be killed even as they had been, would 

be completed also. 
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Do you see how the groups in both above passages 
have to wait for others?  This is why I believe both 
Jewish OT believers and Jewish Tribulation martyrs 
together are the bride.   So if the marriage is in 
heaven, and the bride is these two groups, then the 
complete bride/wife comes down at Second Coming, 
ready for the marriage supper.  

Another interesting point is in Matthew 26:27-29.  
27 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;  
28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured 

out for many for forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to 
you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now 

on until that day when I drink it new with you in My 

Father’s kingdom.” 

Many people today think the Church Age is the 
kingdom, or mystery kingdom, and that the New 
Covenant Jesus is speaking of is between Him and the 
Church.  Wrong on both.  Is Jesus here drinking with 
us today?  No.  It’s all in a Jewish context.  The bride is 
Jewish, the Kingdom is Jewish, and the New Covenant 
is Jewish.  Jesus is inaugurating the Jewish New 
Covenant as the opening ceremony of the Jewish 
Kingdom with His Jewish bride.  

But let’s look back into the OT to see if there’s any 
evidence there for this belief. 

OT bride references: 
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Isaiah 49:14-21 seems to liken Zion to a bride; not 
forgotten by God.  ‘Others will gather to you.’  ‘You 
shall put them on as a bride.’ 

Isaiah 61:10 seems to say the Lord will adorn those 
in Zion with salvation as a bride adorns herself with 
jewels. 

Isaiah 62:4-5 4 It will no longer be said to you, 
“Forsaken,” Nor to your land will it any longer be said, 

“Desolate”; but you will be called, “My delight is in 
her,” and your land, “Married”; for the Lord delights in 

you, and to Him your land will be married. 
5 For as a young man marries a virgin, so your sons will 
marry you; and as the bridegroom rejoices over 

the bride, So your God will rejoice over you. 

Isaiah 54:4-8 4 “Fear not, for you will not be put to 

shame; and do not feel humiliated, for you will not be 
disgraced; but you will forget the shame of your youth, 

And the reproach of your widowhood you will 

remember no more. 

5 “For your husband is your Maker, Whose name is 
the Lord of hosts; and your Redeemer is the Holy 

One of Israel, Who is called the God of all the 
earth. 
6 “For the Lord has called you, like a wife forsaken 
and grieved in spirit, even like a wife of one’s  

youth when she is rejected,” says your God. 
7 “For a brief moment I forsook you, but with 
great compassion I will gather you. 
8 “In an outburst of anger I hid My face from you 
for a moment, but with everlasting  
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lovingkindness  I will have compassion on you,” 

says the Lord your Redeemer. 

Read all of Jeremiah 3.  Faithless harlot Israel/Judah.  
Not sure on final ending status here. 

Also read Ezekiel 16.  God made a covenant with 
Jerusalem.  She played harlot.  V.32 ‘you adulterous 
wife.’  Judgment will come then God will relent; angry 
no more.  ‘Nevertheless, I will remember My 
covenant with you.’ 

Hosea is pretty clear too. 

Hosea 2:18-20 18 “In that day I will also make a 

covenant for them with the beasts of the field, the 
birds of the sky and the creeping things of the ground.  

And I will abolish the bow, the sword and war from the 
land, and will make them lie down in safety. 
19 “I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will 
betroth you to Me in righteousness and in justice, 

in lovingkindness and in compassion, 
20 And I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness.  

Then you will know the Lord. 

The bride is Jewish.  

So now let’s look at some other passages in 
Revelation that talk about martyrs and see if 
they support this understanding as well.  I’m 

going to bold what I think is relevant and make 
a note or two if necessary.  
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Revelation 6:9-11 (as quoted above) 9 When the 
Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw  underneath the  

altar the souls of those who had been slain  
because of the word of God, and because of the  

testimony which they had maintained; 10 and they 
cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord,  

holy and true, will You refrain from judging and 
avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”  
11 And there was given to each of them a white 
robe; and they were told that they should rest for a 

little while longer, until the number of their 
fellow servants and their brethren who were to 

be killed even as they had been, would 

be completed also. 

(Given white robes, need to wait for their brethren to 
complete their number that we saw earlier.  Bride?  No 
nationality given but we see the phrase ‘their fellow 
servants and their brethren.’) 

Revelation 7:9-17  9 After these things I looked, and 

behold, a great multitude which no one could count,  
from every nation and all tribes and peoples and 

tongues, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm 

branches were in their hands; 10 and they cry out with 
a loud voice, saying, “Salvation to our God who sits on 

the throne, and to the Lamb.” 11…..  

13-14 are key 

13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, 

“These who are clothed in the white robes, who 
are they, and where have they come from?”  
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14 I said to him, “My lord, you know.” And he said to 
me, “These are the ones who come out of the  

great tribulation, and they have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb. 

15 For this reason, they are before the throne of God; 

and they serve Him day and night in His temple; 
and He who sits on the throne will spread His  

tabernacle over them. 16 They will hunger no longer, 
nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on 

them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb in the center of 
the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them 

to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every 

tear from their eyes.” 

(We see that v.9 says from every nation and tribe and 
people and tongue.  This group appears to be both 
Gentile and Jewish.  These folks have washed their 
robes vs. given white robes.  Are these even 
martyrs?  We’ll look at that in a minute.)   

Revelation 19:1-10 After these things I heard 
something like a loud voice of a great multitude in 

heaven, saying, “Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and 
power belong to our God; 2 because His judgments 

are true and righteous; for He has judged the great 
harlot who was corrupting the earth with her 

immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His bond-

servants on her.” 3…..  5 And a voice came from the 
throne, saying, “Give praise to our God, all you His 

bond-servants, you who fear Him, the small and 
the great.” 6 Then I heard something like the voice of 

a great multitude and like the sound of many waters 
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and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, 

“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. 

7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride 

has made herself ready.” 8 It was given to her to clothe 
herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen 

is the righteous acts of the saints. 

9 Then he *said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who 

are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’” And 

he *said to me, “These are true words of God….”  

(Two groups in verse 5, the bond-servants and you 
who fear Him.  No saints? Maybe because the saints 
are the bride, v. 8? We’ll look more into these groups 
in the upcoming Revelation 11 passage.) 

The bride’s given fine linens.  Maybe the marriage is at 
this time?  

[An interesting side note.  Look at Revelation 
17:14 These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb 
will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of 
kings, and those who are with Him are the called and 

chosen and faithful.”  Who are these with Jesus?  Us?  
Tribulation martyrs?  Not angels; though the armies of 
heaven referenced elsewhere are probably the angels. 
One group?  Multiple groups: the called, the chosen 
and the faithful?  All the dead in heaven prior to that 
moment?  Lots of thoughts.] 
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Another passage that might tie in with these is 
Revelation 11:18. We’ll look at 16-18. 

Revelation 11:16-18 16 And the twenty-four elders, 
who sit on their thrones before God, fell on their faces 

and worshiped God, 17 saying, “We give You thanks, O 
Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, 

because You have taken Your great power and have 
begun to reign.18 And the nations were enraged, and  

Your wrath came, and the time came for the dead to 
be judged, and the time to reward Your bond-

servants the prophets and the saints and those 
who fear Your name, the small and the great, and 

to destroy those who destroy the earth.” 

Maybe verse 18 broken down would look like either of 
the following: 

And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, 
and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the 

time to reward 

• Your bond-servants the prophets 

[*prophets?] 
• and the saints  [*bride?] 
• and those who fear Your name, the 

small and…   [*Gentile believers?]   

or 

• Your bond-servants 
• the prophets 
• and the saints 
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• and those who fear Your name, the 
small and the great… 

I don’t know.  Rev. 10:7 makes it seem like the first 
way is right.  Plus in Rev. 15:3 Moses is called a bond-
servant.  So three different groups mentioned here? 

All that to say, I don’t see us being the bride.  I’m not 
sure what our role will be in the Millennium, but we 
will be in our glorified bodies with some form of 
authority and the New Jerusalem will be our home.  
Maybe Paul talks about it and I just missed it. 

Given white robes vs. wash their robes… 

GIVEN robes in Rev. 6:11, 19:8. 

Revelation 6:9-11   (The fifth seal martyrs referenced 

earlier. ) 9 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I 
saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had 

been slain because of the word of God, and because of 

the testimony which they had maintained;  10 and they 
cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, 

holy and true, will You refrain from judging and 
avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”  
11 And there was given to each of them a white 
robe; and they were told that they should rest for a 

little while longer, until the number of their fellow 
servants and their brethren who were to be killed 

even as they had been, would be completed also. 
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(I don’t believe these martyrs are in glorified bodies 
yet because I can’t see them asking for vengeance if 
they were glorified.  Given robe but must rest longer 
until the rest die.  Again, maybe the bride?  Covering 
only?  Kind of like covering for CA dead prior to 
Rapture?) 

Rev. 19:7-8  7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give the 
glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come  

and His bride has made herself ready.” 8 It was 
given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, 

bright and clean; for the fine linen is the   

righteous acts of the saints. 

(Bride given fine linen.) 

WASHED robes in Rev. 7:14, 22:14 

Revelation 7:9-17 9 After these things I looked, 

and behold, a great multitude which no one could 
count, from every nation and all tribes and 

peoples and tongues, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 
and palm branches were in their hands; 10 and they cry 
out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation to our God who sits on 

the throne, and to the Lamb.” ... 13 Then one of the elders  

answered, saying to me, “These who are clothed in 

the white robes, who are they, and where have they 

come from?” 

14 I said to him, “My lord, you know.” And he said to 

me, “These are the ones who come out of the great 
tribulation, and they have washed their robes and 
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made them white in the blood of the Lamb.15 For 
this reason, they are before the throne of God; 

and they serve Him day and night in His temple;  
and He who sits on the throne will spread His  

tabernacle over them. 16 They will hunger no longer, 
nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on 

them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb in the center of 
the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them 

to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every 

tear from their eyes.” 

(We see in v. 14 that they came out of the great 
tribulation, but not how they came out, alive or 
martyred.  Remember even though this is in chapter 7, 
it’s one of those ‘after these things’ passages. Time 
frames are sketchy on those.  Maybe this timeframe is 
after the Matthew 25 judgments.) 

More on washed... 

Washed seems to me to be something the person’s 
done while living.  Their acts are what gave them the 
ability to wash their robes.  These are before the 
throne and serve God night and day.  Also, no more 
hunger, thirst, sun burn, etc.  Those in glorified bodies 
are not concerned with such things any longer, so 
these who washed their robes probably lived through 
the Tribulation. 

Revelation 22  Then he showed me a river of the  

water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne 
of God and of the Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street.  

On either side of the river was the tree of life, 
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bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every 
month; and the leaves of the tree were for the 

healing of the nations. 3 There will no longer be any 
curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will 

be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; 4 they 
will see His face, and His name will be on their 

foreheads.  

5 And there will no longer be any night; and they will 

not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the 
sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they 

will reign forever and ever….….14 Blessed are those 
who wash their robes, so that they may have the  

right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates 

into the city. 

 (Those who wash their robes will be living on earth in 
Jerusalem, availing themselves of the tree of life.  
Again, a reward for those in mortal bodies because the 
tree of life won’t be necessary for glorified beings.) 

 Also supporting the idea that living Jews will not be 
the bride are these two passages: 

• Hebrews 12:4-11 tells us God will deal with the 
living Jews as sons, disciplining them. 

• Revelation 21:7 7 He who overcomes will inherit 

these things, and I will be his God and he will 

be My son. 
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 So I believe those given robes are martyrs that are 
given them in heaven and those who wash their 
robes are living at the end of the Tribulation. 

• Isaiah 25:8, Revelation 7:9-17; 21:4 all tell 
us that all living survivors, both Jew and Gentile, 
will have their tears wiped away. 

• Isaiah 49:10-13 talks about no hunger or 
thirst. 

 So Jewish OT saints wait in heaven until all their 
brethren, the Jewish Tribulation martyrs, die.  
Somewhere between there and the Second Coming, 
the marriage takes place between them and Jesus/God 
(OT references mainly God, but called the bride/wife 
of the Lamb in Revelation).   So who’s in heaven just 
prior to Second Coming?  The Father, the Son, 
the Church, the Bride, angels, those at the 
throne? 

Check out this passage in Hebrews. 

Hebrews 12:22-24  22 But you have come to Mount 
Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, 

23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn 
who are enrolled in heaven, (those at the throne 

and us?) 

and to God, the Judge of all, 
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and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,  

(bride?) 

24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and 
to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the 

blood of Abel.  

Possible groupings?  Maybe?? 

 Now here’s some questions that I’m still asking: 

• At some point do martyrs stop dying before 
the battle of Armageddon, thus allowing time 
for the heavenly marriage?  

• What role do all these groups play in the 
Millennium? 

• Do some who washed their robes stay in 
Jerusalem and serve in the temple and some 
go and repopulate the nations? 

• Also, who’s the invited guests of the 
marriage supper?  I believe they are living, 
but Gentiles only? 

• When the New Jerusalem comes down after 
the Second Coming, does it come down with 
the Church in it?  With the bride in it?  

• Finally, what’s the timing on all the ‘after 
these things’ sections in Revelation?  

And, by the way, the last mention of bride… 
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Rev 22:17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And 
let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one 

who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take 

the water of life without cost. 

…I just don’t know.  
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CHAPTER 31 

WHY HEBREWS IS UNSIGNED 

I believe there's a really good reason why Hebrews is 
unsigned.  

See if you agree! 

The book of Hebrews is unsigned.  We will never know 
for sure who wrote it, this side of heaven.  The 
possibilities of its authorship are, actually, limitless 
due to that fact.  But let’s narrow it down to the 
probabilities:  it was a disciple of Jesus.  Phew!  That 
helps.  Now let’s look at Paul specifically. 

Paul was THE apostle to the Church.  His duty was to 
explain the mystery of the Church to the world.  He 
did just that throughout his signed epistles of Romans 
through Philemon.  These epistles are full of Church 
Age doctrine.  They are the ONLY place we can go for 
the right understanding of our time. 

Who Qualified? 

Though God gave this responsibility to Paul, if you’ll 
remember, Paul was THE Hebrew of Hebrews.  With 
his vast understanding of Jewish law, history, and 
tradition, he qualified (far above the others, really) to 
be the apostle to the Jews.  Who better to write a book 
TO the Hebrews ABOUT the Hebrews’ laws and 
covenants than Paul?! 
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But doing so would cause confusion.  It would blur the 
lines between God’s two special people groups:  the 
Jews and the Church.  It would blur the lines between 
two doctrinally different time periods:  the Jews 
under the law and the Church under Grace. 

So... 

...the probability in my mind is that God had Paul 
write it but leave it unsigned. 

Now, if you’re under the impression that Hebrews is to 
the Church in the Church Age and you just believe 
your commentaries that explain away the doctrinal 
issues with that way of thinking, then this website is 
for you!  Check it out! 

Whoever wrote Hebrews wrote it for the Hebrews -- 
they needed to see how Jesus qualified to be the 
author of THEIR New Covenant. 

(See The New Covenant article for details on this.) 
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APPENDIX  1 

My Window of Time chart in three parts. 
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APPENDIX 2   

Below is a brief summary to use as a witness tool if 

you’re interested: 

 

So you’ve been left behind.  There’s so many things 

I’d like to tell you.  I just don’t know where to start. 

The Bible is the key.  You must read it.  Study it.   

All true believers in Jesus are now gone so don’t trust 

anyone or believe anything they tell you. 

Soon there will be people, maybe even many people, 

who realize what just happened and start searching 

for the truth.  Here it is: 

Jesus died for you.  He took on God’s wrath for your 

sin.  He took your punishment so you don’t have to 

spend eternity in the Lake of Fire.  You must put your 

trust and faith in Him.  And Him alone.  No Mary.  No 

religious leader.  No political leader that seems so 

amazing he must be of God.  He’s not.  Jesus will not 

be on earth for 7 years.  I repeat:  Jesus will NOT be 

on earth for 7 years.  And when He comes, it’ll be too 

late to trust Him then.   Keep your faith in Him even if 

it costs you your life.  There is an extremely high 

chance you’ll die before He returns anyway. 
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Many things that we Christians are confused about 

now, like events in the Book of Revelation, you’ll know 

because you’re in it.  A good example that we tend to 

be unsure of is your eternal security.  We know that 

we in the Church Age are eternally secure because 

God makes numerous statements in the New 

Testament to us guaranteeing our future if we just 

trust in Jesus’ shed blood. 

You, on the other hand, are not given those 

guarantees.  You’re not part of the Church, Jesus’ 

Body.  We have been raptured.  You can still be 

saved, but as a different entity than us. 

All that to say, persevere.   Don’t give in.  Be willing to 

die for Jesus’ name.  Help any and all Jews. 

Again, we couldn’t lose our salvation.  The Holy Spirit 

was our deposit, or down payment, or earnest.  He 

never left us.  Though He’s still on earth even with us 

gone, He’s not in the same role.  It’s more like His Old 

Testament role.  He comes and goes.  PLEASE do 

not take the mark that the world leader will require of 

you in about 3.5 years.  It will damn you eternally.  

Guaranteed.   

Remember, this world is not your home.   
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APPENDIX 3 

Another brief summary. 

 

Where’d We Go??? 

 

So many people around the world -- including the 

children – have disappeared, huh?  Where’d we go?  

What happened?  Well, in a nutshell, the Church Age 

is over and the seven-year Tribulation is about to 

begin.  All true believers in Jesus Christ have been 

taken to heaven, along with the children who have 

fallen under God’s amazing grace due to their age. 

Soon and very soon you’ll be hearing ‘news’ that that’s 

not true.  Something else happened to those ‘heretics’ 

and ‘immature’ people.  You’re going to be told a lie, 

no, THE lie.  You’ll be shown amazing signs and 

miracles ‘proving’ that lie is true.  Most will fall for it.  (I 

believe it might be visions of ‘Mary’ or ‘aliens’ which, 

both are demonic.) 

 

What do you do? 
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1.  Get a Bible.  Read it.  Read it. Read it.  Read all of 

it.  The last book of the Bible, Revelation, is very 

important, but the keys to understanding it are 

throughout the Bible.  (Helpful books are Daniel, I & II 

Thessalonians, Zechariah – oh, there’s too many to 

list!) 

2.  You must understand what Jesus did for you two 

thousand years ago.  He left heaven and left behind 

his Godhead attributes and came to earth born to 

Mary, a virgin.  No human father.  He lived a sinless 

life and died a sinner’s death.  Why?  Because God 

Almighty is holy and just and cannot be in the 

presence of sin or sinners.  When Adam and Eve 

chose to sin, they separated themselves and all of us 

from God.  They made a chasm between us and God 

that we can never cross.  We, ourselves, have done 

the same thing.  We’re born in sin due to Adam and 

Eve, but we choose to live in sin on our own.  God, 

who is just, must punish sin.  Eternity consists of only 

Heaven and Hell, so Hell (actually, lake of fire), which 

wasn’t even made for us, becomes our eternal home.  

BUT, God commendeth His love towards us that when 

we were yet sinners, Christ died for the ungodly.  

Jesus took God’s wrath against sin upon Himself and 

bore our punishment – MY punishment – in our place.  

Do you see it now?  God offers forgiveness and 

eternal life to all who trust what Jesus did.  You cannot 

earn heaven. 
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3.  You are in a different ‘era’ than we were.  God the 

Holy Spirit indwelt us, never to ever ‘unindwell’ us.  

We were sealed.  You don’t have that promise.  You 

must look back at what Jesus did for you just like the 

Old Testament people looked forward to Jesus.  Stay 

faithful to Him.  Most of you will die for your faith.  

Hallelujah!  What a privilege you have.  Stay faithful till 

the end.  God is looking at your actions as proof of 

where your heart is.   

4. Many things in Revelation were unclear to us back 

in the Church Age.  Many things were written off as 

‘allegory’ or spiritualized.  You will know better.  You’re 

in it.   

5.  There will be unbelievable deception going on.  

This is a time for God to punish the nations and to 

refine and make ready the Jewish nation, Israel.  

There will be two witnesses in Jerusalem that you 

must listen to in Revelation 11.  There will be the 

sealed 144,000 of Revelation 7 you must listen to.  

There will be the angels in Revelation 14 you must 

listen to. Be very wary of anyone or anything else.  

Even ‘Jesus’, for he is not Jesus.  Jesus returns only 

after the 7 years are up. 

6. A man will appear on the scene.  He will seem to 

resolve all your problems.  I’m not sure if he’ll seem 

like just a regular man or if he will seem to come from 

the heavens or Nimrod resurrected?  I don’t know for 
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sure.  Either way, he is the beast, the Antichrist.  He 

will deceive the world.  DO NOT take the mark that he 

will require of you at some point in the near future.  

This world is not your home.  Trust Jesus with your 

life.  Those that receive the mark have only a very 

short time to live, and then go to the lake of fire for 

eternity.  Don’t do it! 

7. This Antichrist will have a right hand man, the false 

prophet, who will show signs and wonders proclaiming 

that the Antichrist is actually Jesus, your savior.  

These two will initially promote a unified, false religion.  

Probably a combo of Catholicism and Islam.  I’m not 

sure.  Whatever it is, they will, by the midpoint of the 

tribulation, throw off that cloak and want the Antichrist 

and him alone to be worshipped.  I believe at this point 

he enters the (as of my time not yet existing) third 

Jewish temple.  It will probably be built within a very 

short timeframe after the Rapture in Jerusalem. 
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APPENDIX 4 

And yet another: 

 

WHERE’D WE GO??? 

 

If millions of people have disappeared….. 

 

1.  You missed the Rapture…and the Age of Grace is over. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Aliens did NOT abduct us.  (Don’t believe “Mary” or anyone 

else.) 

 

 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 

16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with 

the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the 

dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain 

shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.  

 

2 Thessalonians 2:11-12 

11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they 

should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did 

not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 
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3.  Once a/the covenant is confirmed, Daniel’s 70th Week will 

begin and the world has 7 years until it’s completely destroyed.  

I personally believe the timing of this will revolve around the 

Feasts of the Lord mentioned in Leviticus 23, with the Feast of 

Trumpets being the Tribulation ‘window’ ending at His Second 

Coming.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  The vast majority of the people left will die before this time is 

up. 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  This is God’s period of judgment on mankind, and time of 

trial for the Jews. 

 

 

 

Daniel 9:27 

Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in the 

middle of the week he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And 

on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even 

until the consummation, which is determined, is poured out on the 

desolate.” 

 

 

 

Revelation 6:8 

So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat 

on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was 

given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with 

hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth. 
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BUT THE GOOD NEWS IS… 

You can still trust Jesus as your Savior! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revelation 14:7 

 saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for 

the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who 

made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.” 

 

 
Zechariah 13:8-9 

8 And it shall come to pass in all the land,” says the Lord, “That 

two-thirds in it shall be cut off and die, but one–third shall be 

left in it: 9 I will bring the one–third through the fire, will refine 

them as silver is refined, and test them as gold is tested. They 

will call on My name, 

and I will answer them. I will say, ‘This is My people’; and each 

one will say, ‘The Lord is my God.’” 

 

 

Romans 5:8 

 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  
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Romans 6:23 

 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 

 

John 14:6 

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through Me. 

 

 

 

Acts 4:12 

 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name 

under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

 

 

 
John 3:16-17, 35--36 

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 

Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might 

be saved. 

35 The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His 

hand. 36 He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he 

who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of 

God abides on him.” 
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If you’ve asked Jesus to save you… 

A) …you cannot ‘trust’ Jesus as your Savior and still receive 

the Mark of the Beast or worship his image.  All who do so will 

be condemned to the Lake of Fire forever and ever and ever.  

Eternally.  No exceptions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revelation 13:15-17 

15 He was granted power to give breath to the image of the 

beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and 

cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast 

to be killed. 16 He causes all, both small and great, rich and 

poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or 

on their foreheads, 17 and that no one may buy or sell except 

one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the 

number of his name. 

 

 

 

 

Revelation 14:9-11 

9 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, 

“If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his 

mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he himself shall also 

drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full 

strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be 

tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the 

holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke 

of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no 

rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and 

whoever receives the mark of his name.” 

 

 

 

 



188 
 

B)…there is an extremely high likelihood you will die for your 

faith (be martyred). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please trust Jesus with your very soul.  You MUST REMAIN 

faithful to Him under persecution, even if it costs you your life.  

Help the Jews in any and every way possible, even if it costs 

you your life.  I don’t believe that the promises of eternal 

security given to us in the Church Age apply to you.  Read 

Revelation. 

Remember this world is not your home. 

Revelation 7:9-14 

9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which 

no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with 

white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out 

with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits 

on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 All the angels stood around 

the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell 

on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor 

and power and might, Be to our God forever and ever.  Amen.” 

13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these 

arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?” 

14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” 

So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great 

tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb.  
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APPENDIX 5 

Daniel 9 

Do-At-Home Worksheet 

Young Daniel was taken captive to Babylon by good ol’ King 

Nebby in 606BC.  While there, the events of the entire Book of 

Daniel occurred.  In chapter 9 Daniel is an old man.  Verse 1 

tells you Darius of the Medes/Persians is now king.   

1. In verse 2 we see Daniel reading ____________’s scroll.  

He realizes that his people’s 70 year captivity/exile in 

Babylon is almost over. 

2. Read Jeremiah 29:10:  For thus saith the LORD, That after 

seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, 

and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to 

return to this place.  What’s God going to do once the 70 

years are up?  _____________ 

3. Read Daniel 9:3-19 – Daniel’s prayer of 

supplication/confession to God.  No wonder in verse 23 the 

angel says Daniel is greatly loved by God!   

4. Who visits Daniel in verse 21?  _____________ 

Verse 24 

5. Notice the different versions below in describing the time 

frame of the entire prophecy:  

New Living Translation:  24 “A period of seventy sets of 

seven has been decreed for your people and your holy city… 

Wycliffe Bible:  24 Seventy weeks of years be abridged on thy 

people, and on thine holy city… 
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NIV:  24 “Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your 

holy city… 

GOD’S WORD translation:  24 “Seventy sets of seven time 

periods have been assigned for your people and your holy 

city… 

 

Seventy “Weeks” is literally seventy heptads, or seventy blocks 

of seven.    So 70 x 7.  But what’s the 7?  7 years.   

[Think of our term ‘decade.’  It is a block of time of ten years.]  

This time frame is determined upon who? _______________   

And upon what?  ____________________ 

6. Six things are to be accomplished once this time is up: 

 

 

a. To finish the __________________ 

b. To make an _____________________ 

c. To make ___________________ for iniquity 

d. To bring in everlasting ____________________ 

e. To seal up ____________ & _______________ 

f. And to anoint the _________________ 

           

Verse 25 

1. Verse 25 has a very, very important window of time in it.  

“FROM the going forth of the command to 

__________&________ _____________ UNTIL 

______________the _______________, there shall be…” 

2. So from the command to restore and build Jerusalem until 

Messiah the Prince is going to be 7 weeks and 62 weeks,  

or together a total of _____ weeks. 
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7 “weeks” = ______ years.  (hint: 7 x 7 -- a heptad or a block of 

7 years.) 

62 “weeks” = ______ years.  (hint: 62 x 7 -- a heptad or a block 

of 7 years.) 

 

Now add those together.  49 years + 434 years = _______ 

years. 

So 7 “weeks” + 62 “weeks” = 69 “weeks” 

 

So all that to say 483 years will start at “the command to 

restore and build _________________” and would end at 

“Messiah the Prince.” 

(The remaining part of verse 25 helps us to understand which 

of the returns from captivity we’re talking about, since there 

were more than one.  The _________ shall be built again, and 

the ______, even in troublesome times.) 

 

The total timeframe of this prophecy is 490 years, or 70 

“weeks.” (70 ‘sevens’ or 70 blocks of 7 years or 70 x 7 = 490 

years.)  Remember that.  Total prophecy timeframe is 490 

years.  How many years have we discussed so far?   _______ 

So there’s how many years left of this prophecy that hasn’t 

been talked about yet?  _________   (hint: 490 total less the 

483 discussed.) 

Verse 26 

Key question:  Does verse 26 mention the remaining 7 years at 

all?  ________ 
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When is the first time we seen that final ‘one week’ mentioned:  

verse 26, verse 27 or never? 

We’ll come back to that final 7 years mentioned in verse 27 in a 

minute.  For now, let’s look deeper into verse 26.  We can see 

that after that initial timeframe is over three things will happen.   

1. ___________ shall be cut off. 

2. The __________ of the _________ who is to come shall 

destroy the ________ and the sanctuary. 

3. The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war 

desolations are determined. 

So far timewise it looks like this:  483 years then Messiah cut 

off, destruction, desolation then verse 27, the final 7 years, 

which I’ll leave for you to study! 

BUT…If you’re still interested, here’s an excerpt from an 

article I just found.  Good stuff! 

http://versebyversecommentary.com/daniel/daniel-

924/ 

Verse-By-Verse Commentary by Dr. Grant C. Richison 

…Daniel earlier read in Jeremiah about the seventy-year exile 
of Israel (9:2).  Gabriel now reveals to Daniel Israel’s future by 
the vision of the seventy sevens (9:24-27).  “Seventy weeks” is 
literally seventy units of seven (seventy heptads, units of 
measure).  

✓ Verse 24 gives a comprehensive picture of the entire 
prophecy. 

✓ Verse 25 presents the first 69 sevens (483 years). 
✓ Verse 26 gives the events between the 69th and 

70thsevens. 
✓ Verse 27 concludes with a description of the 70th seven 

(7 years).  

http://versebyversecommentary.com/daniel/daniel-924/
http://versebyversecommentary.com/daniel/daniel-924/
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The word “weeks” is misleading, for the Hebrew for “weeks” 
means literally sevens (heptads).  These sevens represent 
years in this passage because Israel was aware of weeks as 
years (Le 25:3, 4).  They celebrated a Sabbath rest year after 
each six years of farming (Le 25:1-7).  Seven “sevens” of years 
(that is, 49 years) led to the Year of Jubilee (Le 25:8-12).  
Those in the west think in terms of ten in measurement, 
whereas Jews thought in terms of seven.  

This vision is one of the most important prophesies of the 
Bible.  Seventy seven-years add up to 490 years.  Jerusalem 
suffered under Gentile rulers for seventy years (v.2) during the 
years of Daniel.  Jews (“your people”) and Jerusalem (“your 
holy city”) were to suffer under Gentiles for 490 years from the 
point of this prophecy.  There is an intercalation in these 490 
years; God interrupts these years.  This prophecy has to do 
with Israel, not the church.  

The word “determined” means to cut off.  God will certainly cut 
off the seventy heptads at a predetermined time.  God fixed 
this time so that it cannot be changed.  The seventy sevens will 
end for Israel and Gentiles simultaneously at the Second 
Coming of Christ.  

The seventy heptads (490 years) concern “your people” (Israel) 
and “your holy city” (Jerusalem), so this prophecy relates 
primarily to Jews.  The prophecies of Daniel two, seven and 
eight relate to the Gentiles but this prophecy of Daniel nine 
relates principally to the Jews.  This prophecy does not 
concern itself with world history or church history, but with the 
history of the Jews and Jerusalem – “for your people and for 
your holy city.”   

Since Israel and Judah failed to follow the principle of letting 
farmland lie fallow once every seven years for 490 years, God 
forced them to make up for seventy sabbaths (Le 25:1-
7; 26:34-35) by sending them into captivity. It would take 490 
years to make up for seventy sabbatical years.   That is why 
God established that the captivity to Neo-Babylonia last 
seventy years. 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Le%2025.3
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Le%2025.4
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Le%2025.1-7
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Le%2025.8-12
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Le%2025.1-7
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Le%2025.1-7
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Le%2026.34-35
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God gives six purposes for these 490 years.  The first three 
have to do with the sin of Israel and the last three with the 
kingdom…:... These things summarize God’s program to be 
true to His unconditional covenants such as the Abrahamic 
Covenant, the Davidic Covenant and the New Covenant… 

PRINCIPLE:  God has a fixed prophetic plan for His people 
and this world.  

APPLICATION:  The prophecy of the seventy heptads 
indicates that Israel’s kingdom did not come immediately in 
Daniel’s day.  The seventy heptads of the Times of the Gentiles 
must run their course.  When this happens, God will establish 
Israel as His nation once again in the Millennial Kingdom.  God 
is always true to His Word.  
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